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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

i :TORDINANCE NO. 116.2026

COUNTY OF KERSHAW
AN ORDINANCE

TO AMEND THE KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA UNIFIED CODE OF
ZONING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS (ZLDR) BY REVISING
SECTION 5.2, LAND DEVELOPMENT SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS AND
APPROVAL PROCESS, TO MODIFY STAFF REVIEW TIMELINES FOR EXEMPT,
MINOR, MAJOR, AND LARGE-ACREAGE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
SUBDIVISION SUBMITTALS; PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (PDD)
SUBMITTALS; AND MINOR AND MAJOR GROUP DEVELOPMENT SUBMITTALS;
AND TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION AND GUIDANCE FOR
REVIEWERS AND  APPLICANTS REGARDING SUBMITTAL REVIEW
PROCEDURES.

Be it ordained by the Council of Kershaw County, South Carolina:
Section 1. Findings and Determinations.
The Council finds and determines that:

(a) Kershaw County has experienced unprecedent population growth in recent years and is one
of the fastest growing counties in South Carolina.

(b) The unprecedented population growth that Kershaw County has experienced, and continues
to experience, has resulted in a commensurate increase in land development submissions
received by Kershaw County.

(c) Applicable timelines for staff determinations, reviews, comments, and approvals of various
land development submissions are contained in Section 5.2 of the Kershaw County, South
Carolina Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations (ZLDR).

(d) Given the volume of land development submission received by Planning and Zoning
Department staff, the current review timelines contained in Section 5.2 of the ZLDR are
becoming impractical and unduly burdensome for staff.

(¢) Extending all review deadlines contained in Section 5.2 by an additional five (5) business
days will provide staff with additional time to review land development submissions, resulting
in a more deliberate and thorough review process.

(f) Section 5.2 of the ZLDR does not explicitly set forth the review timelines for final plat
submissions for various land development project types and review timelines for final plat
submissions have historically been addressed by application of analogous review timelines
for preliminary plat review. The imposition of a twenty-five (25) working day deadline for
approval, conditional approval, or disapproval of a final plat is reasonable and will resolve
the lack of specific deadlines for final plat review.

(g) Section 5.2 of the ZLDR requires amendment to clarify and address the current review
processes of Kershaw County by adding references to the Planning Official and Development
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Review staff in various subsections, by deletion of a reference to the County Engineer in
Section 5:2.4-5 inasmuch as that reference might be incorrectly interpreted to vest sole review
authority for construction plan submissions in the County Engineer, and by the addition of a
reference to construction plan approval processes within the section header of Section 5:2.4-
5.

(h) The Kershaw County Planning and Zoning Commission considered the proposed text
amendment at its meeting on April 13, 2026, and by a 6-0 vote recommended approval of the
proposed text amendment.

Section 2. Amendment to Section 5.2 of the Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning and
Land Development Regulations

The Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations is amended as

a set forth on Exhibit 1 to this Ordinance, which is included herein and incorporated herein by

reference. follows:

Section 3. Severability.

If any section, subsection, or clause of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, subsections and clauses shall not be affected.

Section 4. Conflicting Provisions.

To the extent this ordinance contains provisions that conflict with provisions contained elsewhere
in the Kershaw County Code or other County ordinances, the provisions contained in this
ordinance supersede all other provisions and this ordinance is controlling.

Section 5. Effective Date.

This ordinance is effective upon Third Reading.

<remainder intentionally blank, signature page follows>
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AND IT IS SO ORDAINED

Dated this 12" day of May, 2026.

KERSH WCOUNTY SQUTH CAROLINA

J B nConnell

Kershaw County 0unc1l

ATTEST:

SIS

Hannah Parler, Clerk to Council

First Reading: ~ March 31, 2026
Second Reading: April 28, 2026
Public Hearing: May 12, 2026
Third Reading:  May 12, 2026
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Ordinance No. 116.2026
Exhibit 1

Indicates New Matter indicatesMatters-Stricken

5:2 LAND DEVELOPMENT SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS AND APPROVAL PROCESS

5:2.2 Exempt Subdivisions
5:2.2-4  Approval Process

A. The Planning Official shall make a determination that the proposed subdivision qualifies for
and meets the requirements of an exempt subdivision. Supporting documentation such as
deeds, wills, titles, supplemental plats and maps, etc. shall be reviewed and evaluated. The
Planning Official shall prepare a plat approval guideline and checklist.

B. Within ten{40} fifteen (15) working days of submission of the plat, the Planning Official shall
make a determination that the proposed exempt subdivision conforms to applicable zoning
district regulations of this Ordinance and shall approve, approve with changes, or reject the
plat. If rejected, changes, additional analysis, or other information necessary to make an
approval determination shall be identified and transmitted to the applicant.

C. Upon determination that all conditions for approval have been met, the Planning Official
shall sign and stamp the plat as approved for recording

5:2.3 Minor Subdivisions
5:2.3-4  Approval Process

A. The Planning Official shall make a determination that the proposed subdivision qualifies for
and meets the requirements of a minor subdivision. Supporting documentation such as
deeds, wills, titles, supplemental plats and maps, etc. as outlined in the checklist and
approval guidelines shall be reviewed and evaluated.

B. Within ten(10} fifteen (15) working days of submission of the plat, the Planning Official shall
make a determination that the proposed minor subdivision conforms to applicable zoning
district regulations and the regulations for the subdivision of land and the creation of lots
section of this Ordinance and shall approve, approve with changes, or reject the plat. If
rejected, changes, additional analysis, or other information necessary to make an approval
determination shall be identified and transmitted to the applicant.

C. Upon determination that all conditions for approval have been met, the Planning Official

shall sign and stamp the plat as approved for recording
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5:2.4 Major Subdivisions
5:2.4-5  Preliminary Plan_and Construction Plans Approval Process

The Planning Official and Development Review staff shall review the preliminary plat for

compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance and verify that the plat is in substantial
conformance with the sketch plan as approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission. Within

twenty-(20) twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the preliminary plat, the Planning Official

shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the plat. If the preliminary plat is
disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons for such action shall be conveyed to the
applicant. The reasons for disapproval shall refer specifically to those parts of the sketch plan,
the Comprehensive Plan, ordinance, or regulation with which the preliminary plat does not
conform. On conditional approval, the Planning Official may require the applicant to resubmit the
preliminary plat with all recommended changes before approving said plat. A decision of the
Planning Official may be appealed to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The appeal must
be filed within sixty (60) days of the administrative decision, and shall be heard at the next
regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting scheduled at least fifteen (15) days after the
appeal is filed. If the preliminary plat is found to conform to all requirements of the Ordinance,

the Planning Official shall notify the applicant.

The Planning Official, County Engineer and Development Review staff shall review the

construction plans for compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. Within twenty-{(20)
twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the construction plans, the Planning Official and

County Engineer shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the construction plans. If
the construction plans are disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons for such action
shall be conveyed in writing to the applicant and copied to the Planning Official. The reasons for
disapproval shall refer specifically to those parts of the Ordinance or regulation with which the

plans do not conform. On conditional approval, the Planning Official and County Engineer may

require the applicant to resubmit the construction plans with all recommended changes before

approving said plans. A decision of the Planning Official and County Engineer may be appealed

to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The appeal must be filed within sixty (60) days of the
administrative decision, and shall be heard at the next regular Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting scheduled at least fifteen (15) days after the appeal is filed. If the construction plans are

found to conform to all requirements of the Ordinance, the Planning Official and County

Engineer shall notify the applicant and the Planning Official in writing.
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Upon final approval of the preliminary plat, and upon receipt of written final approval of the
construction plans frem-the-County-Engineer, the Planning Official shall note approval in writing
on at least two (2) copies of the preliminary plat. One (1) copy shall be retained by the Planning
and Zoning Office and one (1) copy given to the applicant. Written approval on the preliminary
plat shall state that the approval is to proceed under supervision of the County with the
installation of site improvements; and to proceed with the preparation of the final plat. The
approval must further state that preliminary plan approval does not authorize the applicant to
sell or otherwise transfer lots or parcels within the platted subdivision. The Planning Official shall

sign and date this written statement.

5:2.4-7  Final Plat Approval Procedure
The Planning Official shall review the final plat for compliance with the final plat submittal
requirements of this Ordinance. Within twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the Final plat,

the Planning Official shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the plat. The Planning

Official may stamp a final plat approved for recording upon receiving the following:

5:2.5 Large Acreage Single Family Residential Developments on Private Road
5:2.5-3 Preliminary Plan Approval Procedure
The Planning Official and County Engineer shall review the preliminary plan for compliance with
the requirements of this Ordinance. Within twenty-(20} twenty-five (25) working days of receipt
of the preliminary plan, the Planning Official and County Engineer shall approve, approve

conditionally, or disapprove the preliminary plan. If the preliminary plan is disapproved or
approved conditionally, the reasons for such action shall be conveyed to the applicant. The
reasons for disapproval shall refer specifically to those parts of the Comprehensive Plan,
ordinance, or regulation with which the preliminary plan does not conform. On conditional
approval, the Planning Official and/or County Engineer may require the applicant to resubmit the

preliminary plan with all recommended changes before approving said plan.

5:2.5-5 Final Plat Approval Procedure
The Planning Official shall review the final plat for compliance with the final plat submittal
requirements of this Ordinance. Within twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the Final plat,

the Planning Official shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the plat.The Planning

Official may stamp a final plat approved for recording upon receiving the following:
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5:2.6 Group Developments

5:2.6-2 Minor Group Development Approval Process
Minor group developments do not require Planning and Zoning Commission review prior to
approval with the exception that both minor and major group developments within the Lake
Wateree Overlay District (LWOD) require Planning and Zoning Commission approval per the
special LWOD development standards. The applicant shall complete an application for a group
development that shall be prepared by the Planning Official. The applicant must submit two (2)
sets of zoning and land development site plans addressing off-street parking; buffering,
screening, and landscaping requirements; resource conservation; and other provisions of this
Ordinance as determined by the Planning Official. All of the required site plan information (off-
street parking, buffering, screening, landscaping, resource conservation, etc.) must be displayed
on a single sheet of paper. The Planning Official shall prepare site plan guidance documents to
aid the applicant in preparing the site plans.

Within ter-{40) twenty-five (25) working days of submission of the zoning and land development

site plan, the Planning Official shall approve, approve with changes, or reject the plan. If
rejected, changes, additional analysis, or other information necessary to make an approval
determination shall be identified and transmitted to the applicant. Zoning and land development
site plans shall be approved prior to the issuance of the building permit. Site construction
landscaping per the approved zoning and land development site plan shall be completed and

approved prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

The applicant must submit two (2) sets of engineering (civil) plans and calculations that shall be
in compliance with the applicable engineering specifications and standards of this Ordinance.
The County Engineer shall prepare guidance documents to aid the applicant in preparing the
engineering plans. Engineering site plans shall be approved prior to the issuance of the building
permit. Site construction per the approved engineering site plan shall be completed and

approved prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Within twenty{20) twenty-five (25)

working days of receipt of the engineering plans, the Planning Official and County Engineer

shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the engineering plans. If the engineering
plans are disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons for such action shall be conveyed
in writing to the applicant and copied to the Planning Official. The reasons for disapproval shall
refer specifically to those parts of the Ordinance or regulation with which the plans do not
conform. On conditional approval, the Planning Official and County Engineer may require the
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applicant to resubmit the engineering plans with all recommended changes before approving
said plans.

5:2.6-3 Major Group Development Approval Process
B. Approval Process
3. Approval
a. Within twenty-(20) twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the engineering
plans, the Planning Official and County Engineer shall approve, approve

conditionally, or disapprove the engineering plans. If the engineering plans are
disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons for such action shall be
conveyed in writing to the applicant and copied to the Planning Official. The
reasons for disapproval shall refer specifically to those parts of the Ordinance or
regulation with which the plans do not conform. On conditional approval, the

Planning Official and County Engineer may require the applicant to resubmit the

plans with all recommended changes before approving said plans.

5:2.7 Development of Planned Development Districts
5:2.7-4  Preliminary Plan Approval Procedure
Within twenty-{20) twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the preliminary plat, the Planning

Official shall review the preliminary plat for compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance

and verify that the plat is in substantial conformance with the sketch plan as approved by the
Planning and Zoning Commission. The Planning Official shall approve, approve conditionally, or
disapprove the plat. If the preliminary plat is disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons
for such action shall be conveyed to the applicant. The reasons for disapproval shall refer
specifically to those parts of the PDD site plan, the Comprehensive Plan, Ordinance, or
regulation with which the preliminary plat does not conform. On conditional approval, the
Planning Official may require the applicant to resubmit the preliminary plat with all
recommended changes before approving said plat. A decision of the Planning Official may be
appealed to the Planning and Zoning Commission. The appeal must be filed within sixty (60)
days of the administrative decision, and shall be heard at the next regular Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting scheduled at least fifteen (15) days after the appeal is filed. If the
preliminary plat is found to conform to all requirements of the Ordinance, the Planning Official

shall notify the applicant.
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Within twenty-(20) twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the construction plans, the

Planning Official and County Engineer shall review the construction plans for compliance with

the requirements of this Ordinance. The Planning Official and County Engineer shall approve,

approve conditionally, or disapprove the construction plans. If the construction plans are
disapproved or approved conditionally, the reasons for such action shall be conveyed in writing
to the applicant and copied to the Planning Official. The reasons for disapproval shall refer
specifically to those parts of the Ordinance or regulation with which the plans do not conform.
On conditional approval, the Planning Official and County Engineer may require the applicant to

resubmit the construction plans with all recommended changes before approving said plans. A

decision of the Planning Official and County Engineer may be appealed to the Planning and

Zoning Commission. The appeal must be filed within sixty (60) days of the administrative
decision, and shall be heard at the next regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting
scheduled at least 15 days after the appeal is filed. If the construction plans are found to
conform to all requirements of the Ordinance, the County Engineer shall notify the applicant and
the Planning Official in writing.

5:2.7-6 Final Plat Approval Procedure
The Planning Official shall review the final plat for compliance with the final plan submittal
requirements of this Ordinance. Within twenty-five (25) working days of receipt of the Final plat,

the Planning Official shall approve, approve conditionally, or disapprove the plat.The Planning

Official may stamp a final plat approved for recording upon receiving the following:



