STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) ORDINANCE NO. 112.2026
COUNTY OF KERSHAW )

AN ORDINANCE
TO AMEND THE KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA UNIFIED CODE OF

ZONING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, TO AMEND SECTION 5:3.14
SIDEWALKS AND PATHS TO REQUIRE SIDEWALKS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE

s

ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY. o = .
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Be it ordained by the Council of Kershaw County, South Carolina: = o
B}

Section 1. Findings and Determinations. =
The Council finds and determines that: W
o &l

sides of a street right-of-way significantly 1educe pedestrian-vehicle conflicts by
providing a dedicated walking surface on each side of the roadway, thereby minimizing
the need for pedestrians to cross streets to access the sidewalk network and reducing
the risk of pedestrian injury or death;

(b) Sidewalks constructed on only one side of a roadway create gaps and discontinuities in
the pedestrian network that undermine the connectivity objectives of Section 5:3.14,
require unnecessary road crossings at uncontrolled locations, resulting in potential
hazards for children, elderly residents, and individuals with disabilities;

(c) A continuous, dual-side sidewalk system ensures that each lot within a subdivision has
direct, unobstructed access to the pedestrian network, thereby promoting connectivity,
walkability, and accessibility consistent with the standards of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA);

(d) Sidewalks on both sides of roadways facilitate safe and convenient pedestrian access
to nearby schools, parks, businesses, institutions, and other community facilities,
thereby strengthening community connectivity, supporting multimodal transportation
options, and reducing reliance on automobiles;

(e) Requiring sidewalks on both sides of the roadway at the time of subdivision
development represents a fiscally prudent approach to infrastructure planning, as the
cost of installation during initial development is substantially lower than the cost of
retrofitting pedestrian infrastructure after development has occurred; and
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(f) Research consistently demonstrates that access to sidewalks and walkable
infrastructure is associated with increased physical activity and healthier lifestyles
among residents, contributing to improved public health outcomes and reduced rates of
chronic disease.

(g) The Kershaw County Planning Commission considered the proposed text amendment
at its meeting on April 13, 2026, and by a 6-0 vote to recommend approval of the
proposed text amendment to the Kershaw County Council, subject to suggested
amendments forwarded by the Kershaw County Planning Commission

Section 2. Amendment to Section 5:3.14 of the Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning
and Land Development Regulations

The Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations is amended as
follows:

5:3.14 Sidewalks and Paths

Sidewalks, paths, trails, and/or greenways designed to accommodate pedestrian, bicycle, and other
non-automotive traffic shall be provided in all major residential subdivisions, major group
developments, and Planned Development Districts. Sidewalks shall be required on both sides of
all public and private street rights-of-way within such developments unless otherwise approved by
the Planning and Zoning Commission due to demonstrated physical constraints or impracticability.
The system of sidewalks, paths, trails, greenways, or combination thereof shall be designed such
that every lot in the development or building in a group development has access to the system. To
achieve this goal, a sidewalk must be located on each side of the road right-of-way. Connectivity
of the system to nearby schools, businesses, institutions, and other facilities shall be provided as
applicable and practicable. The proposed system design shall be approved by the Planning and
Zoning Commission at the plan review per the provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 3. Severability.

If any section, subsection, or clause of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, subsections and clauses shall not be affected.

Section 4. Conflicting Provisions.

To the extent this ordinance contains provisions that conflict with provisions contained elsewhere
in the Kershaw County Code or other County ordinances, the provisions contained in this
ordinance supersede all other provisions and this ordinance is controlling.

Section 5. Effective Date.

This ordinance is effective upon Third Reading.
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AND IT IS SO ORDAINED
Dated this 12th day of May, 2026.

KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

%ﬁw///

en Connell |
irman, Kershaw County Council

ATTEST:

Abalolbb

Hannah Parler, Clerk to Council

First Reading: March 31, 2026
Second Reading: April 28, 2026
Public Hearing: May 12, 2026
Third Reading: May 12, 2026
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