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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

ORDINANCE NO. 110.2026
COUNTY OF KERSHAW

AN ORDINANCE

TO AMEND THE KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA UNIFIED CODE OF
ZONING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS (ZLDR) TO ADD SECTION
5:3.3 MAJOR SUBDIVISION DESIGN STANDARDS

Be it ordained by the Council of Kershaw County, South Carolina:
Section 1. Findings and Determinations.

The Council finds and determines that:

(a) Kershaw County wishes to promote attractive, well-designed residential subdivision
developments that are built to human scale; to promote and protect the appearance, character
and economic value of new residential subdivision development; to encourage creativity in
new residential subdivision development (as opposed to homogeneity or "look-alike"
projects); and to foster attractive streetscapes and pedestrian environments.

(b) Title 6, Chapter 29 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended (South Carolina
Local Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994) grants local governments
the authority to regulate the size, location, height, bulk, orientation, number of stories, and
exterior appearance of buildings.

(¢) Establishing minimum architectural and design standards for single-family residential
development within Major Subdivisions will promote visual and aesthetic interest,
neighborhood compatibility, long-term durability of structures, and overall community
character.

(d) Establishing minimum architectural and design standards in Major Subdivisons will prevent
excessive uniformity, encourage quality construction materials, protect property against
blight, stabilize neighborhood values, and ensure harmonious streetscapes.

(¢) The Kershaw County Planning and Zoning Commission considered the proposed text
amendment at its meeting on April 13, 2026, and by a 6-0 vote recommended approval of the
proposed text amendment,

Section 2. Amendment of the Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning and Land
Development Regulations to add Section 5.3.3
The Kershaw County Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations is amended as

a set forth on Exhibit 1 to this Ordinance, which is included herein and incorporated herein by
reference.
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Section 3. Severability.

If any section, subsection, or clause of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, subsections and clauses shall not be affected.

Section 4. Conflicting Provisions.

To the extent this ordinance contains provisions that conflict with provisions contained elsewhere
in the Kershaw County Code or other County ordinances, the provisions contained in this
ordinance supersede all other provisions and this ordinance is controlling.

Section 5. Effective Date.

This ordinance is effective upon Third Reading.

AND IT IS SO ORDAINED
Dated this 12th day of May, 2026.

KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

bW

J. I?én%onnel‘l'/ % Vé
ouncil

Chdir, Kershaw County

ATTEST:

Hannah Parler, Clerk to Council

First Reading: March 31, 2026
Second Reading: April 28, 2026
Public Hearing: May 12, 2026
Third Reading: May 12, 2026
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5:3 LAND DEVELOPMENT DESIGN STANDARDS AND REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS

5:3.3 Major Subdivision Design Standards

The purpose of this section is to establish minimum architectural and design standards for

single-family residential development within Major Subdivisions in order to promote visual

interest, neighborhood compatibility, long-term durability of structures. and overall community

character. These standards are intended to prevent excessive uniformity, encourage quality

construction materials, and ensure harmonious streetscapes.

5:3.31 Applicability
A. The standards set forth in this section shall apply to all new single-family dwellings located

within a Major Subdivision, as defined by this Ordinance.

B. These standards shall apply at the time of building permit review and shall be enforced by

the Planning and Zoning Department.

C. Additions or alterations to existing dwellings shall not be subject to these standards unless

the scope of work constitutes a new dwelling unit.

5:3.3-2 _ Permitted Exterior Facade Materials

A. The exterior wall finishes on all single-family detached dwellings shall consist of one or more

of the following materials:

1. Brick or brick veneer

2. Stone or stone veneer

3. Stucco or synthetic stucco, except within:

a. Two (2) feet of grade level: or

b. Two (2) feet of an exterior door jamb

4. Wood siding
5. Cementitious siding (e.g., fiber cement or Hardie-type products)
6. Vinyl siding
B. The use of reflective metal siding, unfinished concrete block, or other similar materials not

expressly listed above shall be prohibited on primary facades.

C. No more than three different types of materials shall be used on the facade, excluding

foundation material.
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Dwelling Variation Requirements

A.

5:3.3-5

For residential developments containing more than five (5) lots, architectural variation shall

be required to avoid repetitive building designs. These variation requirements shall apply to

both single-family detached dwellings and single-family attached dwellings.

No dwelling shall be substantially identical in appearance to:

1. The dwelling immediately adjacent on either side: or

2. The dwelling most directly across the street,

3. For single-family attached dwelling units, each block of dwelling units will be considered

instead of individual dwellings.

. Architectural distinction shall be achieved through a combination of the following elements,

as applicable:
Use of different exterior surface materials or material combinations

Variations in rooflines, roof pitches, or the incorporation of dormers

Variations in the location, size, and proportions of front porches

Variations in the location, size, and proportions of garages and/or carports

Repetition of the same floor plan or elevation may be permitted provided the exterior
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appearance is sufficiently differentiated to meet the intent of this section, as determined by

the Planning and Zoning Department.

No greater than twenty-five (25%) percent of the lots shall utilize a Slab-On-Grade

Foundation type.

Foundation Requirements

A.

All single-family detached dwellings subject to this section shall utilize one of the following

foundation types:

1. Crawl Space Foundation

a. A residence constructed using a crawl space shall provide a minimum clear craw!

space height of eighteen (18) inches and shall clad a minimum average of eighteen

(18) inches of siding above finished grade on the front and side facades with brick or

brick veneer, stone or stone veneer, stucco, or other approved masonry material.
2. Raised Slab Foundation
a. A residence constructed using a slab foundation supporting floor framing shall clad a

minimum average of eighteen (18) inches of siding above finished grade on the front

and side facades with brick or brick veneer, stone or stone veneer, stucco, or other

approved masonry material.




Ordinance No. 110.2026
Exhibit 1

3. Slab-on-Grade Foundation

a. A residence constructed using a slab on ground foundation shall clad a minimum

average of eighteen (18) inches of siding above finished grade on the front and side

facades with brick or brick veneer, stone or stone veneer, stucco, or other approved

masonry material.

4. Basements foundation may be used on the sides and/or rear facades.
B. Prohibited Materials
Foundations shall not be clad with finished or unfinished concrete masonry units (CMU) or

exposed concrete blocks.

5:3.3-6 Administrative Review

A. The Planning and Zoning Department shall have the authority to review building elevations,

foundation details, and material specifications for compliance with this section.

B. Minor deviations may be approved administratively where it is demonstrated that the

proposed design meets the intent and purpose of these standards.

C. Appeals shall be processed in accordance with procedures established in this Ordinance.




