Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

ershaw
COUNTY

SOUTH CAROLINA

The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.

County Council Present: Chairman Ben Connell Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. Councilman Derek Shoemake
*Councilman Jimmy Jones *(arrived 6:05 p.m.)  *Councilman Brant Tomlinson
Councilman Danny Catoe *(on call @ 6:19 p.m.)

Staff Present: Gerald Blanchard Hannah Parler ~ Lauren Reeder
John DuBose Noah Litwin Samuel Gause

Joey Adams-Raczkowski
Members of the press and public were present.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers,
TV, and radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads, and posted on the website.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Ben Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., welcomed and thanked those present in person
and online to the meeting of Tuesday, August 26, 2025. The Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Councilman Derek Shoemake.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to adopt the agenda for Tuesday, September 9, 2025, as published.
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made the motion and it was seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. In favor:
Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben
Connell, and Councilman Danny Catoe. Councilman Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant Tomlinson were absent
during this vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
(See Attached)
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PUBLIC COMMENTS SIGN-IN

Kershaw County Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

If you would like to address the County Council during the Public Comments portion of
the agenda, please sign in below. SEE BACK OF AGENDA FOR COMPLETE GUIDELINES.
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Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Open: 6:12 p.m. No Speakers Closed: 6:12 p.m. (See Attached)

An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development
Regulations, Section 6:2.2-1, To Improve And Clarify Procedures And Timelines Applicable To Proposed Text
Amendments To The Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development Regulations, And To Amend Section 6:2.2-
2, To Clarify Public Hearing Notice Requirements.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to approve the minutes for Kershaw County Council Regular
Meeting on Tuesday, August 26, 2025; seconded by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell. In favor were Councilman
Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben Connell,
Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones. Councilman Brant Tomlinson was absent during this
vote.

ORDINANCES

FIRST READING IN TITLE ONLY: An Ordinance To Adopt An Updated Comprehensive Plan Titled
Kershaw County Comprehensive Plan In Accordance With S.C. Code Section 6-29-510: And To Provide
For Matters Related Thereto.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve First Reading in Title Only for an Ordinance to adopt an
updated Comprehensive Plan titled Kershaw County Comprehensive Plan in accordance with S.C. Code Section
6-29-510 and to provide for matters related thereto; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the motion; seconded by
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

In favor: Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones. Councilman Brant Tomlinson
was absent during this vote.

FIRST READING PASSED IN TITLE ONLY

FIRST READING IN TITLE ONLY: An Amended And Restated Ordinance To Create A Joint Multi-County
Business Park With Lee County, This Multi-County Business Park To Be Comprised Of Property Located In
Lee County And Kershaw County And Established Pursuant To South Carolina Code Of Laws Of 1976 §4-
1-170, Et Sequitur, As Amended; To Provide For A Written Agreement With Lee County Providing For The
Expenses Of The Park, The Percentage Of Revenue Application, And The Distribution Of Fees In Lieu Of Ad
Valorem Taxes To The Counties And Relevant Taxing Entities; And, To Provide That Jobs Tax Credits
Allowed By Law Be Provided For Industries Locating In Said Park, And To Permit A User Fee In Lieu Of Ad
Valorem Taxation.

Tentative Scheduled Readings
Second Reading: September 23, 2025
Public Hearing:  September 23, 2025
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PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN

Kershaw County Council Meeting

Tuesday, September 9, 2025
An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning And Land
Development Regulations, Section 6:2.2-1, To Improve And Clarify Procedures And Timelines Applicable To
Proposed Text Amendments To The Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development Regulations, And To
Amend Section 6:2.2-2, To Clarify Public Hearing Notice Requirements.
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Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to approve the First Reading in Title Only an amended and
restated Ordinance to create a joint multi-County Business Park with Lee County which adds Project NAM,
seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake.

In favor. Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant
Tomlinson. FIRST READING PASSED IN TITLE ONLY

SECOND READING: An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning
And Land Development Regulations, Section 6:2.2-1, To Improve And Clarify Procedures And Timelines
Applicable To Proposed Text Amendments To The Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development
Requlations, And To Amend Section 6:2.2-2, To Clarify Public Hearing Notice Requirements.

First Reading: August 26, 2025
Tentative Scheduled Readings
Third Reading:  September 23, 2025

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve Second Reading of an Ordinance to amend the Kershaw
County, South Carolina Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations, Section 6.2.2-1, to improve
and clarify procedures and timelines applicable as described above; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the
motion, seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

In favor: Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant
Tomlinson.

ACTION FOR FIRST READING: An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of
Zoning And Land Development Regulations, Section 6:2.2-1, To Improve And Clarify Procedures And Timelines
Applicable To Proposed Text Amendments To The Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development Requlations,
And To Amend Section 6:2.2-2, To Clarify Public Hearing Notice Requirements. Councilman Derek Shoemake
made a motion; seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. to approve.

Tentative Scheduled Readings
Second Reading: September 9
Public Hearing: _ September 9
Third Reading:  September 23

In favor were Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones
who arrived at 6:36 p.m.
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Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

NEW BUSINESS

Clarification of Ordinance - Building Inspections and Inspection Fees
(Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell)

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion under New Business, Clarification of Ordinance pertaining to Building
Inspections and Inspection Fees. Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell made the motion for discussion only; seconded
by Councilman Derek Shoemake.

During discussions, conversations began to get off topic and not focused on the clarification of Ordinance,
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to end discussion, seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell stated that he was not done with his discussion and would like to make a request.
With understanding, Councilman Derek Shoemake withdrew his motion; seconded by Councilman Brant
Tomlinson.

Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell requested from staff a response and documentation on how inspections and fees
process works; no votes will be required and refer to the Finance Committee to bring back to Council.

Bid for Dr. Humphries and Mt. Olivet Road Improvements

County Administrator Danny Templar presented to Council a recommendation from staff on the bid for Dr.
Humphries and Mt. Olivet Road Improvements. Staff recommended the award to Steed Clearing, Grading and
Paving, LLC for $429,349.64. See attached documentation for job description and submitted bids.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion; motion was made by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., seconded by
Councilman Derek Shoemake. In favor: Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-
Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and
Councilman Brant Tomlinson.

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., clarified confusion of where the funds would come from to do this project as
follows: The project was estimated at $500,000:

RDA (Rural Development Grant) $162,439.00

ED (Economic Development)  $168,780.50

CTC has agreed to provide $168,780.50

Employee Relations Committee

County Administrator Danny Templar presented to Council an updated list of employees who serve on the
Employee Relations Committee, formerly known as the Kershaw County Grievance Committee. This committee
is defined as a group of employees who observe and hear any complaints by an employee that feels they have
been treated unfairly, unlawfully, or in violations of their rights under County polices. See attached list submitted.
For the two vacant positions on the committee, County Administrator Danny Templar appointed Meiko Reddick
from Voter Registration (term ending 1.1.2027) and Paul Christensen from GIS (term ending 1.1.2028) to fill the
vacancies.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to accept the recommendations from the County Administrator.
Councilman Jimmy Jones made the motion; seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. In favor of the motion
were Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman
Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant Tomlinson.
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To:  Daniel Templar, Administrator

From: Sarah Williams, CPPB

Date: August 21, 2025

Re: Bid for Dr. Humphries & Mt Olivet Road Improvements

This project consists of the removal and replacement of three existing residential driveway
culverts with 72-LF of proposed 18-inch RCP storm drainage pipe along Dr. Humphries

Road, and approximately 4,800-SY of asphalt milling, resurfacing and striping on Mt.
Olivet Road. The roadway improvements will serve the Governor’s Hill Industrial Park.

Six responses received for Bid # 25-216-01:

Steed Clearing, Grading and Paving, LLC $429,349.64
Jackson, SC

Armstrong Contractors, LLC $504,615.00
Columbia, SC

TrueRock Construction, LLC $534,875.00
Monroe, NC

Palmetto Corp of Conway $581,051.20
Conway, SC

C. R. Jackson, Inc. $653,680.00
Columbia, SC

Kershaw Builders, Inc. $793,450.00
Lugoff, SC

Recommend award to Steed Clearing, Grading and Paving, LLC for $429,349.64.



EMPLOYEE RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Formerly Kershaw County Grievance Committee

Committee Member

Appointed Date

Term Expiration Date

Department
Matthew Seals
EMS 2.14.2023 2.14.2026
Ginny Ray
Probate Court 2.14.2023 2.14.2026
Autumn Furniss, Chair
Sheriff 2.14.2023 2.1.2027
VACANT 2027
VACANT
2028

Hannah Parler
Administration 1.1.2025 1.1.2026
Josseline Gonzalas

1.1.2025 1.1.2028

Planning and Zoning

Updated: 8.22.2025




Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

APPOINTMENTS

Chairman Ben Connell placed this item on the agenda as a reminder to the Council that some of them have
vacancies and appointments that are due and coming due for Boards and Commissions. He requested Council to
be prepared to make the appointments in the near future. No votes or appointments were made at this meeting
for Boards and Commissions.

COUNCIL MEMBER BRIEFINGS

Councilman Jimmy Jones
No report

Councilman Brant Tomlinson
Requested and suggested how Kershaw County can gain ownership of the old golf course in East Camden

Councilman Danny Catoe
e Thanked staff for handling a situation that needs not to be told, but wanted to acknowledge their kind
deed

» Thanked the Alpha Center Myra Jones and Kevin Rhodes for all they do for Kershaw County

Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
¢ Thanked the Council and Administration for their input on inspections and fees
¢ Closed his comments with an encouraging and inspirational message

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.
¢ Finance Committee will take the role of fees for inspections and report back to Council at the September
231 meeting
e Zoom call for the 208 Water Quality Plan on Lake Wateree went well and will keep Council updated
o Acknowledged Councilman Derek Shoemake for his completion of the 2025 SCAC Completion of Level 1
e Acknowledged and reminded Council of the Home Rule Act and respect to staff

Councilman Derek Shoemake
o Congratulated Councilman Brant Tomlinson on his 2025 SCAC completion of Level 1
e Thanked the Alpha Center for their support and what they do for Kershaw County
» Congratulations to Lugoff-Elgin Homecoming with his daughter serving on the court

Chairman Ben Connell
o Acknowledged the Clerk of Court and Judge Hardin in the audience and the importance of their support to
the meetings
e Thanked Myra Jones and the Alpha Center for their meaning to Kershaw County
o Congratulated his daughter on their volley ball victory

ADMINISTRATOR’S BRIEFING

No report
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Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

LEGAL BRIEFING
No report

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In Session: 7:25 p.m.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss the following items. Councilman
Danny Catoe made the motion; seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. In favor: Councilman Derek
Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman
Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant Tomlinson.

o Receipt Of A Legal Briefing Regarding A Matter Subject To Attorney-Client Privilege. S.C. Code § 30-4-70
(A)2)

o Receipt Of A Legal Briefing Regarding A Matter Subject To Attorney-Client Privilege. S.C. Code § 30-4-70
(A)2)

o Discussion Of A Personnel And Employment Matter And Receipt Of An Attorney-Client Privileged Legal
Briefing. S.C. Code § 30-4-70 (A)(2)

o Discussion Of A Personnel And Employment Matter. S.C. Code § 30-4-70 (A)(2)

e Receipt Of A Legal Briefing Regarding A Matter Subject To Attorney-Client Privilege. S.C. Code § 30-4-70
(A)2)

Out of Session: 8:28 p.m.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to come out of Executive Session; Councilman Brant Tomlinson made
the motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. In favor: Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr., Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman
Jimmy Jones and Councilman Brant Tomlinson.

ADJOURNMENT

After no further discussion, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.; seconded by
Councilman Danny Catoe. In favor: Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Vice-
Chairman Russell Brazell, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones and

Councilman Brant Tomlinson.
G 23 3045

Date Approved

Ak A,

Hannah M. Parler, Clerk to Council
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