Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, May 13, 2025

ershaw
COUNTY

SOUTH CAROLINA

The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.

County Council Present: Chairman Ben Connell Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. Councilman Derek Shoemake
Councilman Brant Tomlinson Councilman Danny Catoe

Absent: Councilman Jimmy Jones

Staff Present: Danny Templar Hannah Parler Gerald Blanchard
Lauren Reeder Noah Litwin John DuBose

Members of the press and public were present.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers,
TV, and radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads, and posted on the website.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Ben Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., welcomed and thanked those present in person
and online to the meeting of Tuesday, May 13, 2025. The Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Before adopting the agenda, Chairman Ben Connell removed Item #15B from the agenda due to the absence of
Councilman Jimmy Jones who sponsored the topic for discussion and with Chairman authority, he moved ltem
#10A after Public Comments. Chairman Ben Connell then called for a vote to adopt the amendment; motion
made by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell and seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

Adoption of Agenda as Amended

Motion made by: Councilman Danny Catoe  Seconded by: Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.,
Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor;
Councilman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS - See Attached

RESOLUTIONS

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to recognize a Resolution by the Gentleman’s Club of Kershaw; motion
was made by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr., had the pleasure of recognizing the Gentleman’s Club of Kershaw with a Resolution honoring the
Legacy of Colored Schools in Kershaw County, South Carolina. In recognition of Mr. Joe Counts and the
Gentleman's Club, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., presented a Resolution thanking and honoring the history of
education in Kershaw County that reflects the resilience, determination, and perseverance of African American
students, teachers, and communities who sought knowledge despite systemic challenges. Resolution is attached
for full reading.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a vote to accept this Resolution, by show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-
Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant
Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor; Councilman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Open: 6:28 p.m. Close: 6:28 p.m. No Speakers

An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning And Land Development
Regulations, Section 5:1.4-5 To Require Installation Of Fire Hydrants For Minor Subdivision Development Where
Existing Public Water Infrastructure Is Capable Of Sustaining Fire Flow.

Open: 6:28 p.m. Close: 6:28 p.m. No Speakers
An Ordinance By Kershaw County Council Authorizing The Conveyance Of Certain Water Facilities In The Public
Rights-Of-Way Of Black River Road And Mt. Olivet Road To Kershaw And Lee County Regional Water Authority.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes for the regular meeting of Tuesday, April 22,
2025, and a Special Called Meeting/FY2025-2026 Budget Retreat on Friday, May 2, 2025. Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr., made the motion to approve the minutes of Tuesday, April 22, 2025; seconded by Councilman Derek
Shoemake; Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Chairman Ben Connell abstained from voting due to absence; by
show of hands, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones were all in favor.

Councilman Danny Catoe made a motion to approve the minutes of Friday, May 2, 2025; seconded by
Councilman Brant Tomlinson; Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell abstained due to absence; by show of hands,
Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy
Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS SIGN-IN

Kershaw County Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 13, 2025
If you would like to address the County Council during the Public Comments portion of
the agenda, please sign in below. SEE BACK OF AGENDA FOR COMPLETE GUIDELINES.
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RESOLUTION

HONORING THE LEGACY OF COLORED SCHOOLS
IN
KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, Ihe history of education in Kershaw Counly reflects Ihe resilience, determinalion, and perseverance of African-American sludents,
teachers, and communities who soughl knowledge despile systemic challenges; and

WHEREAS, during the era of segregation, African-American studenls in Kershaw County atiended small, three-room schoolhouses built by Julius
Rosenwald in parinership with Booker T, Washington where mulliple grade levels were taught together, oflen with limited resources and inadequate
facilities; and

WHEREAS, many sludenls walked up to five miles each way, in all weather conditions, lo access an education, demonstrating their unwavering
commitment to learning and self-improvement; and

WHEREAS, schoals such as Jackson School, Red Hill School, Mount Joshua School, Wood School, Mickle School, St. Matthew and over 41
other schools not mentioned throughout Kershaw Counly provided critical opporlunities for African-American students, with support from
dedicated educators, parents, and community leaders; and

WHEREAS, these institutions played a vital role in shaping generations of sludents who wenl on lo conlribute to the progress of Kershaw County
and beyond, despite the challenges of segregation and discrimination; and

WHEREAS, lhe legacy of Ihese schools is an integral part of Kershaw Counly's history and serves as a reminder of lhe imporlance of equal access
to education for all people; and

WHEREAS, it is filling and proper Ihat the contributions and sacrifices of African-American sludents, educalors, and families be recognized,
honored, and preserved for future generalions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, thal the Kershaw County Council hereby acknowledges and honors the legacy of Colored Schools in
Kershaw County, recognizing the studenls, leachers, and community members who played a pivotal role in shaping the educational landscape of our
counly; and

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED, that Kershaw County commits to preserving this history through documentation, education, and recognition iniliatives
hal ensure the stories of these schools remain an inspiration for generations to come.

Adopted this 13th day of May, 2025.

By:

J. Ben Connell
Kershaw Counly Chairman - Al-Large

Bffeseee By. _
Russell Brazell Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Kershaur Counly Vice-Chairman - District #1 Kershaw Counly Councilman - District #2
By: By:
Derek Shoemake Jimmy Jones
Kershaw Counly Councilman - District #3 Kershaw Counly Councilman - District #4
gy )
Brant Tomlinson Danny Catoe
Kershaw Counly Councilman - Dislrict £5 Kershaw County Councilman - Disfrict #6
ATTEST:
By

Hannah M. Pa_r-lér
Clerk to County Councit
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PUBLIC PRESENTATION

Donny Supplee, President of the United Way of Kershaw County and Dan Matthews, Chairman of the Board of
Directors were present to request continued financial support from Kershaw County as the United Way of
Kershaw County continues to provide and lead in identifying and meeting human service challenges of Kershaw
County. By doing so, food, shelter, clothing and transportation is accessible to those who need most in the
community. A copy of the presentation is available in Clerk's office.

*Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to extend time of presentation to Mr. Supplee for any questions from
Council; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made the motion and it was seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe.

By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.,
Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor;
Counciman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

ORDINANCES

THIRD READING: An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning
And Land Development Regulations, Section 5:1.4-5 To Require Installation Of Fire Hydrants For Minor
Subdivision Development Where Existing Public Water Infrastructure Is Capable Of Sustaining Fire Flow.
First Reading: April 8,2025 Second Reading: April 22, 2025

Motion to approve Third Reading by Councilman Derek Shoemake and seconded: Councilman Sammie Tucker,
Jr. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake,
Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor; opposed vote was Vice-Chairman
Russell Brazell; Councilman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

THIRD READING: An Ordinance By Kershaw County Council Authorizing The Conveyance Of Certain
Water Facilities In The Public Rights-Of-Way Of Black River Road And Mt. Olivet Road To Kershaw And
Lee County Regional Water Authority.

First Reading: April 8,2025 Second Reading: April 22, 2025

Motion to approve Third Reading by Councilman Derek Shoemake and seconded by Councilman Sammie Tucker,
Jr., By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Counciman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor;
Counciman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

APPOINTMENTS

Chairman Ben Connell brought up for discussion the appointments and vacancies for our Boards and
Commissions for Kershaw County and advised the importance of getting the terms and appointments accurate to
ensure that all Districts are represented. No votes were taken, discussion only.

COUNCIL MEMBER BRIEFINGS
Councilman Danny Catoe
No briefing
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Councilman Brant Tomlinson
Condolences to the Singletary Family

Councilman Derek Shoemake

Acknowledged Miss Autumn Dunlap and Miss Belveloo who are recent officers elected in the local Republican
Party; congratulations to his son on upcoming High School graduation and all graduates, and to the outstanding
job the school athletics do in representing their school and community; congratulations to Chairman Ben Connell
for being inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Thanked the Finance Committee, Council and Staff for their continued support and efforts in preparation of the
FY2025-2026 Budget process; Condolences to the Singletary, Wood, Dixon and Green Families

Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
Condolences to the Singletary Family, recognized and congratulated the Republican Party in the audience;
Congratulations to his son on graduation, celebrating 27 years meeting his wife

Chairman Ben Connell
The future dates for the scheduled Council meetings will be June 10th and 17t and cancelling the June 23
meeting

Councilman Jimmy Jones
Absent

ADMINISTRATOR'’S BRIEFING
Acknowledged that a citizen who regularly attended the Council meetings is doing better and moving forward for a
better quality of life.

LEGAL BRIEFING
No briefing

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In Session; 7:13 p.m.

Counciman Brant Tomlinson made the motion to enter Executive Session to discuss the following; seconded by
Counciman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Chairman Ben Connell announce that a vote is anticipated coming out of
session. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker,
Jr., Counciman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor;
Counciman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

¢ Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and the purchase of property
and the receipt of an attorney-client privileged legal briefing regarding same. S.C Code 30-4-70 (a)(2)
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o Receipt of legal advice related to a pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the
attorney-client privilege pursuant to S.C. Code 30-4-70 (a)(2)

Out of Session: 7:51 p.m.

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made the motion to come out of Executive Session; seconded by Councilman
Danny Catoe; By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in
favor; Councilman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

Statements from Executive Session
No vote on Item #15A

Vote for Item #15C; Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion/statement from Executive Session; Councilman
Derek Shoemake made a motion to authorize the Administrator to proceed with the acquisition of Real Property at
124 Battleship Road subject to final completion of due diligence items to the satisfaction of the Administrator and
that we ratify and approve the purchase and sale agreement for the property; seconded by Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie
Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in
favor; Councilman Jimmy Jones was absent from this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

After no further discussion, Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.;
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made the motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. By show of hands,
Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek
Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Danny Catoe were in favor; Councilman Jimmy Jones
was absent from this meeting.

Sh 2T ApTE

Date Approved

Hannah M. Parler, Clerkto Council
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