Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, April 8, 2025

The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.

County Council Present: Chairman Ben Connell Councilman Jimmy Jones
Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell Councilman Brant Tomlinson
Councilman Danny Catoe Councilman Derek Shoemake

Absent: Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.

Staff Present: Danny Templar Hannah Parler Gerald Blanchard
Lauren Reeder Chris Anderson John DuBose
Shane Duncan Will Glover William Bullard

Members of the press and public were present.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers,
TV, and radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads, and posted on the website.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Ben Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., welcomed and thanked those present in person
and online to the meeting of Tuesday, April 8, 2025. Chairman Ben Connell led the Invocation and the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve the agenda as published and to suspend the Rule of Order
Section 2.5 (f) regarding to the required numbers of Proclamations per meeting this time; motion made by Vice-
Chairman Russell Brazell, seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell,
Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant
Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this
meeting.
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PROCLAMATION

The Month of April as Fair Housing Month - (Santee Lynches Regional Council of Governments)
Chairman Ben Connell made a motion to defer the Fair Housing Proclamation to the April 227 meeting in the
absence of Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake. By show of hands,
Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones,
Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.,
was absent from this meeting.

National Child Abuse Prevention Month

Chairman Ben Connell made a motion to read and accept a Proclamation for National Child Abuse Prevention
Month; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman
Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and
Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.
(Proclamation Attached)

Honoring the Life of Mary Elizabeth Mullikin

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion for the presentation of a Proclamation Honoring the Life of Mary
Elizabeth Mullikin; Councilman Brant Tomlinson made the motion; seconded by Chairman Ben Connell. With a
room full of precious memories shared by Councilman Brant Tomlinson and other Councilmembers, a
Proclamation was presented to the Mullikin Family in memory of their loved one, Mary Elizabeth Mullikin; a life
well remembered! By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek
Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in
favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

(Proclamation Attached)

PUBLIC COMMENTS (See Attached)

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to allow a Public Presentation from KC Trails; Councilman Brant
Tomlinson made the motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell,
Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant
Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this
meeting.

Bob Giangiorgi and Tom Sliker — KC Trails presented to Council an update on KC Trails about the Citizen
Advocacy Group, Communications, Current Projects, and that KC Trails is now a 501¢3 which will enhance the
fund-raising reach for better opportunities. KC Trails advocates for trails for running, walking, biking and paddling
in a safe environment throughout Kershaw County. (See Attachments)
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PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING APRIL AS
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

WHEREAS, sexual violence and child abuse affect every person in Kershaw County as a victim, survivor, or
as a family member, partner, neighbor, or co-worker of a victim or survivor, and

WHEREAS, the Family Resource Center, DSS and the Foster Care Review Board of Kershaw County, staff
and volunteers are working to provide quality services and assistance to sexual violence and child abuse
survivors; staffing 24-hour crisis lines, offering holistic services in a trauma - informed and victim centered
environment, providing advocacy during medical exams and criminal proceedings, providing therapy and
other support services throughout the healing process; and

WHEREAS, the Family Resource Center’s staff and volunteers of sexual violence and child advocacy
programs are promoting prevention by offering quality educational programs to schools, faith-based and
civic organizations, as well as medical, mental health, law enforcement, and criminal justice personnel
regarding sexual violence and child abuse issues; and

WHEREAS, it is critical to increase community awareness of sexual violence and child abuse, to educate
community members about the need for engagement and support in the efforts to eradicate child abuse and
sexual violence, and

WHEREAS, 1in 4 girls and 1in 6 boys are a victim of sexual violence; only 1 in 10 disclose any firm of
abuse; Kershaw County Foster Care Review Board completed 176 child reviews in 2024; the average age
of 9.4 years old and the average length in Foster Care was 24.1 months; and

WHEREAS, the Family Resource Center requests community support and engagement as it continues to
work toward a society where all individuals, women and men, girls and boys, live in safe spaces of trust,
choice, collaboration, empowerment, and that are culturally competent — so that we may all live in peace,
free from violence and exploitation;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Kershaw County Council does hereby proclaim the month of April as:

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

By:

J. Ben Connell
Kershaw County Chairman

By: By:
Russell Brazell Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Kershaw County Vice-Chairman Kershaw County Councilman

Hannah M. Parler
Clerk to Council
April 8, 2025

By: By:
Derek Shoemake Jimmy Jones
Kershaw County Councilman Kershaw County Councilman
By: By:
Brant Tomlinson Danny Catoe
Kershaw County Councilman Kershaw County Councilman
ATTEST:
By:




Our lives are full of special moments and wonderful memories when a loved one is lost;
sharing those moments and memories through a tribute that beautifully memorializes a life
lived, provides family and fiiends with the opportunity to reflect and remember!

WHEREAS, the Kershaw County Council humbly honors a life well lived, a life that has left an
impact on the lives of family, work, and community involvement that has ended too soon;

WHEREAS, we pause to celebrate and reflect on the beautiful memories, the charming smile, and
unforgettable personality of MARY ELIZABETH MULLIKIN;

WHEREAS, we offer our deepest condolences to the Mullikin Family for a special gift in the life
of their beloved daughter, sister, friend, co-worker, and special loved ones;

WHEREAS, no words could ever change the way your heart feels right now, but know that
Rershaw County was honored to have such representation from Camden, South Carolina, as the
Palmetto States Top Lobbyist and Health Care Attorney;

WHEREAS, Mary Elizabeth Mullikin, we know that smile is “Shining Bright Like A Diamond’ in
the sky above us;



NOW, WE, THEREFORE, proclaim that in Camden, South Carolina, this 8t day of April 2025,

be named in honor of

J. Ben Connell
Kershaw County Chairman

By:

Russell Brazell

Kershaw County Vice-Chairman

District #1

By:

At-Large

By:

Sammie Tucker, Jr.
Kershaw County Counctlman
District #2

By:

Derel Shoemake
Kershaw Counly Councilman
District #3

By:

Brant Tomlinson
Kershaw County Councilman
District #5

ATTEST:

By:

Hannah M. Parler
Clerk to County Council

Jimmy Jones
Kershaw County Councilman
District #4

By:

Danny Catoe
Rershaw County Councilman
Districtite
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PUBLIC COMMENTS SIGN-IN

Kershaw County Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 8, 2025
If you would like to address the County Council during the Public Comments portion of
the agenda, please sign in below. SEE BACK OF AGENDA FOR COMPLETE GUIDELINES.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve the minutes for Tuesday, March 25, 2025. Councilman
Danny Catoe made the motion; seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben
Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman
Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent
from this meeting.

ORDINANCES

FIRST READING: An Ordinance To Amend The Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code Of Zoning
And Land Development Regulations, Section 5:1.4-5 To Require Installation Of Fire Hydrants For Minor
Subdivision Development Where Existing Public Water Infrastructure Is Capable Of Sustaining Fire Flow.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion for the approval of First Reading of an Ordinance to amend the
Kershaw County, South Carolina Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations, Section 5:1.4-5 to
require installation of Fire Hydrants for Minor Subdivision Development where existing Public Water Infrastructure
is capable of sustaining fire flow; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the motion; seconded by Councilman Brant
Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek
Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in
favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

FIRST READING: An Ordinance by Kershaw County Council Authorizing the Conveyance of Certain
Water Facilities in The Public Rights-Of-Way of Black River Road and Mt. Olivet Road to Kershaw And Lee
County Regional Water Authority.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to approve First Reading of an ordinance by Kershaw County Council
authorizing the conveyance of certain water facilities in the public rights-of-way of Black River Road and Mt. Olivet
Road to Kershaw and Lee County Regional Water Authority; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the motion;
seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell
Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman
Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

KC West Park Driveway and Parking Lot

The County Administrator Danny Templar presented a bid to Council on the KC West Park Driveway and Parking
Lot Bid #24-135-08 and recommended the bid be awarded to Kershaw Builders for $1,447,697.50. Chairman Ben
Connell called for a motion; motion: Councilman Derek Shoemake; seconded: Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell. By
show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake,
Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor;
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

Rehabilitation of Baseball Facilities at Boyd Young and Copeland Parks

The County Administrator Danny Templar presented a bid to Council on the Rehabilitation of Baseball Facilities at
Boyd Young and Copeland Parks Bid #24-135-07 and recommended the bid be awarded to Contractor Services
of Kershaw for $1,162,118.18. Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion; motion: Councilman Danny Catoe;
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seconded: Councilman Brant Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell
Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman
Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER BRIEFINGS

Councilman Danny Catoe
o April 26t Mt Pisgah Community Resource Center Family Fun Day
¢ Upcoming date for the Ribbon Cutting of the Mt. Pisgah Playground
o Wishing a Happy Spring to all

Councilman Brant Tomlinson
e Thanked everyone for their outpouring love and support during the loss of his loved one
e Thanked the Staff for all of their hard work

Councilman Jimmy Jones
e Expressed thoughts and prayers to the Mullikin Family

Councilman Derek Shoemake
o No briefing

Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
o Expressions of being thankful for family and life

Chairman Ben Connell
o Expressed continued support to the Mullikin Family

o Congratulations to the Lady Gamecocks for a game well played - especially to Camden's own, Joyce
Edwards

e Reminder that April 22M is the deadline for State House Funding requests

ADMINISTRATOR’S BRIEFING
On April 25" at 9 a.m. the KC Public Safety Agencies will sponsor the Special Olympics at Camden Military
Academy

LEGAL BRIEFING
No briefing

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In Session: 7:40 P.M.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to enter Executive Session anticipating one vote on a Contractual
Matter for the items listed below. Councilman Danny Catoe made the motion; seconded by Councilman Brant
Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek
Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in
favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION (CONTINUED)
e Receipt of a legal briefing regarding a matter covered by attorney-client privilege. S.C. Code 30-4-
70(a)(2)
e Receipt of a legal briefing regarding contractual negotiations covered by attorney-client privilege.
S.C. Code 30-4-70(a)(2)
e Receipt of a legal briefing regarding a potential claim covered by attorney-client privilege. S.C.
Code 30-4-70(a)(2)

Out of Session: 8:28 p.m.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to return from Executive Session with one vote; Vice-Chairman Russell
Brazell made the motion; seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell,
Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant
Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this
meeting.

Motion and vote from Executive Session: Chairman Ben Connell made a motion that Council authorizes the
Administrator to engage in Emergency Procurement pursuant to Section 2-37 of the Kershaw County Code of
Ordinances to retain the services of Advanced Correctional Healthcare known as ACHC, to provide inmate
healthcare services for Kershaw County Detention Center until the County completes a procurement process for a
longer term contract for inmates healthcare in the next fiscal year; seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake.

By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake,
Councilman Jimmy Jones, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor;
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was absent from this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

After no further discussion, Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m.;
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made the motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. By show of hands,
Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Jimmy Jones,
Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor; Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.,
was absent from this meeting.
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Date Approved

=

Hannah M. Parler, Clerk to Council
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