Kershaw County Council Minutes
Tuesday, November 12, 2024

ershaw
COUNTY

SOUTH CAROLINA

The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, November 12, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.

County Council Present: Chairman Ben Connell Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell
Councilman Derek Shoemake Councilman Jimmy Jones
Councilman Danny Catoe
Councilman Brant Tomlinson Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.
(Online) (Online)

Staff Present: Danny Templar Hannah Parler Gerald Blanchard
Lauren Reeder Chris Anderson John DuBose
Johnny Deal Lee Boan Jeff Burgess

Members of the press and public were present.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers,
TV, and radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads, and posted on the website.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Ben Connell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., welcomed and thanked those present in person

and online to the meeting of Tuesday, November 12, 2024. Pastor Kenneth Carter, Springhill United Methodist
Church, Rembert, led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to adopt the agenda for Tuesday, November 12, 2024; Councilman
Danny Catoe made the motion; seconded by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell. During discussion, Councilman
Jimmy Jones made a motion to amend the agenda by deleting ltem 11B since it will be discussed during
Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell,
Counciman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy
Jones, and online Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., all were in favor of adopting the agenda as published and as
amended. Councilman Brant Tomlinson was absent during voting.
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PROCLAMATIONS

Chairman Ben Connell called for a vote to discuss and present a Proclamation: Retirement Recognition for
Jeannie Potter; seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake. With such gratitude, Chairman Ben Connell had the
pleasure to read into the record, a Proclamation in Recognition of Retirement for Jeannie Potter.

(See Attached Proclamation)

After the presentation of the Proclamation to Jeannie Potter and photos with family and friends, Councilmembers
all expressed their thanks and congratulations as she served an important role in their profession throughout the
years. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., all were in
favor of the presentation of the Proclamation: Retirement Recognition for Jeannie Potter. Councilman Brant
Tomlinson was absent during the presentation and voting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (See Attached)

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Council Brant Tomlinson arrived at 6:36 p.m. online

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion on the Public Presentation: Equine Industry; Councilman Jimmy Jones
made the motion to have Janice Coley and Cindy Prestage come forth with a brief presentation on the Equine
Industry; seconded by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell.

The Equine Industry is located on the Cleveland School Road, Camden, I-20, Exit 101; holds 60 acres, 9 barns,
288 stalls, 5 show rings (2 covered, 3 outdoor), Cattle Pens, RV Parking, Café, Pavilion and more. The Equine
Park is a 501-C3 Non-Profit Organization promoting the Horse Industry in South Carolina.  The Foundation’s
Mission is to provide sustainable economic growth through the rich heritage and tradition of the state's equine
industry; however, within the past few years with COVID and the most recent hurricanes has caused a decrease
in income for the Equine Park, and at this point, they are seeking assistance from Kershaw County to continue
their Mission at the Equine Park.

Councilman Jimmy Jones made a request that a report from the Finance Committee be presented by the
December meeting. Councilman Derek Shoemake commented that he felt comfortable speaking on behalf of the
Committee that it is possible to have some feedback by the December 10t meeting. By show of hands, Chairman
Ben Connell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Danny Catoe,
Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., and Brant Tomlinson were all in favor of
the information received during this presentation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to accept the approval of minutes for the meeting of Tuesday, October
22, 2024; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the motion and it was seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. By
show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., and Brant
Tomlinson were all in favor of the approval of the minutes with no corrections.
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Retirement Proclamation
In Recognition
of

JEANNIE POTTER

WHEREAS, Kershaw County Council would like to congratulate JEANNIE POTTER for the many
years served throughout Kershaw County and the State of South Carolina;

WHEREAS, JEANNIE POTTER has served faithfully and professionally in many capacities
thraughout her career and brought honor upon herself and her family;

WHEREAS, true dedication and commitment is a great combination for demonstrating
compassion in diligent service to so many Elected Officials, Organizations, and Communities;
and

WHEREAS, JEANNIE POTTER has mastered years of performances and duties as she served in
the following capacities:

I, She served 14 years in the Kershaw County Sheriff's Department as Secretary to Sheriff
Hector DeBruhl;

Il. She served 20 years as a volunteer Girls Basketball Coach for the Kershaw County
Recreation Department;

Ill.  She was a faithful volunteer for the Elgin Catfish Stomp parade for many years under the
direction of Elgin Mayor (Don Watson, Ir.);

IV.  She began her 35-year career with The South Carolina House of Representatives as
Executive Secretary in the Ways & Means Committee, serving under three Committee
Chairmen: William Boan, Henry Brown, and Robert Harrell, Jr;

V. In 2005, she began working as the Executive Assistant to The Speaker of the House for
Speaker Robert Harrell, Ir., and continuously served in that position for Speaker Jay Lucas
and Speaker Murrell Smith until retirement in 2024;

VI. She served faithfully under the following Speakers of the South Carolina House of
Representatives: Robert Sheheen, David Wilkins, Robert Harrell, Jr,, Jay Lucas, and
Murrell Smith; and

VIl.  Most importantly, she served as a loving and devoted wife to Deputy Sheriff Ernest
Christian Potter Ill, who was killed in the line of duty in 1974. She maintained a life of
service in spite of hardship and has also been a devoted and loving mother to her
cherished son, Chris Potter IV.



WHEREAS, we could never give an account for all of the many great accomplishments served by
JEANNIE POTTER, but do give thanks and gratitude for those that we do acknowledge;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that The Kershaw County Council presents this in

recognition of all of the dedication, commitment, sacrifices, and professionalism shown for a
life time achievement. Presented this 12th day of November, 2024.

By:

Ben Connell
Kershaw County Chairman

By:

Russell Brazell
Kershaw County Vice-Chairman

By:

Sammie Tucker, Ir.
Kershaw County Councilman

By:

Derek Shoemake
Kershaw County Councilman

By:

Jimmy Jones
Kershaw County Councilman

By:

Brant Tomlinson
Kershaw County Councilman

By:

Danny Catoe
Kershaw County Councilman

ATTEST:

By:
Hannah M. Parler
Clerk to County Council
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KERSHAW COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
PUBLIC COMMENTS

11.12.2024

If you would like to address the County Council during the Public Comments portion of
the agenda, please sign in below.
See back of agenda for complete guidelines.
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South Carolina ™"

EQUINE PARK

Your Camden Showgrounds

443 Cleveland School Road, Camden SC 29020 1-20 Exit 101

60 acres, 9 barns, 288 stalls, 5 show rings (2 covered, 3 outdoor),
Cattle Pens, RV Parking, Café, Pavilion and more
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DISCUSSION

What Constitutes Conflict of Interest?

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to discuss What Constitutes Conflict of Interest under discussion;
Councilman Jimmy Jones made the motion; with no second for discussion, Chairman Ben Connell preceded to
the next item on the agenda.

ORDINANCES

A. SECOND READING: An Ordinance Authorizing Pursuant To Title 12, Chapter 44 Of The Code Of Laws
Of South Carolina 1976, As Amended, The Execution And Delivery Of A Fee-In-Lieu Of Ad Valorem
Taxes Agreement, By And Between Kershaw County, South Carolina And A Company Identified For The
Time Being As Project New Life, As Sponsor, And One Or More Sponsor Affiliates, To Provide For A Fee-
In-Lieu Of Ad Valorem Taxes Incentive And Certain Special Source Revenue Credits For The Benefit Of
A Project In The County; And Other Related Matters
First Reading: In Title Only: October 8, 2024

First Reading In Title Only was read in entirety as above by Chairman Ben Connell with a motion (o
accept as First Reading: In Title Only; motion made by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell; seconded by
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell
Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., were all in favor, Councilman Brant Tomlinson was absent from ihis
meeling.

Economic Development Director Jeff Burgess spoke briefly about the Second Reading of. An Ordinance
Authorizing Pursuant To Title 12, Chapter 44 Of The Code Of Laws Of South Carolina 1976, As Amended, The
Execution And Delivery Of A Fee-In-Lieu Of Ad Valorem Taxes Agreement, By And Between Kershaw County,
South Carolina And A Company Identified For The Time Being As Project New Life, As Sponsor, And One Or
More Sponsor Affiliates, To Provide For A Fee-In-Lieu Of Ad Valorem Taxes Incentive And Certain Special
Source Revenue Credits For The Benefit Of A Project In The County; And Other Related Matters. He stated that
this project is expected to bring about 32 new jobs to Kershaw County and is known as Project New Life. Nothing
has changed since First Reading; Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to accept Second Reading after no
questions or discussion; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe.
By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell,
Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online and Brant Tomlinson were all in favor.
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., was offline at this voting.

FIRST READING: In Title Only: An Ordinance To Certify The Former TB Kawashima USA Mill Site As A Textile
Mill Site Under The South Carolina Textiles Communities Revitalization Act, Title 12, Chapter 65, Of The South
Carolina Code Of Laws (1976), As Amended.

With minimal discussion, by show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman

Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones, online Councilman Sammie Tucker,
Jr., and Councilman Brant Tomlinson were all in favor.
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NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion under New Business topic, Equine Industry; Councilman Jimmy Jones
made a motion; seconded by Councilman Danny Catoe. During a brief discussion and based on the presentation
given by the Equine Industry, Councilman Jimmy Jones made a request that this be sent to the Finance
Committee for review. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman
Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, and Councilman Jimmy Jones, online Councilman Sammie Tucker,
Jr., and Councilman Brant Tomlinson were all in favor.

COUNCIL MEMBER BRIEFINGS
Councilman Brant Tomlinson — None

Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. — None

Councilman Danny Catoe — Recognized all Veterans; wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving; extended good
luck to the Girls Volleyball Team of North Central High School as they compete for the State Championship

Councilman Jimmy Jones — Thanked his colleagues for their support on Equine Industry; thanked the
Administrator for the Stormwater update; gave his opinion of disappointment about not discussing his item 9A on
the agenda

Councilman Derek Shoemake - Elgin Catfish Stomp in December; congratulated Ms. Potter on her retirement and
accomplishments throughout her career

Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell — None

Chairman Ben Connell - Veterans program was uplifting; Colonial Cup on November 17t; December 5% — Elgin
Christmas Tree Lights; called meeting will be scheduled for the week before Thanksgiving; thanked Legislators
and everyone who came in support of Jeannie Potter's recognition

ADMINISTRATOR'S BRIEFING

County Administrator reported that Robert Lackey is still in the process of surveying properties in the Pecan
Orchard project and should be completed by the end of the month; however, the Engineering portion is moving
accordingly

LEGAL BRIEFING
No Legal Briefing

EXECUTIVE SESSION

IN SESSION: 7:01 P.M.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to enter Executive Session; Councilman Derek Shoemake made the
motion; seconded by Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell; by show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman
Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online
Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., were all in favor to discuss the following:
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A. Receipt Of Attorney-Client Privileged Legal Briefing Related To Grant Funding And County
Owned Properties. SC Code 30-4-70 (A)(2)

B. Receipt Of Attorney-Client Privileged Legal Briefing Regarding Airport Related Contracts.
SC Code 30-4-70 (A)(2)

C. Receipt Of Legal Advice Related To A Pending Or Threatened Claim Covered By The Attorney-Client
Privilege. S.C. Code 30-4-70(A)(2)

D. Discussion of Negotiations Incident To A Potential Purchase of Real Property. SC Code 30-4-70 (A)(2)

OUT OF SESSION: 8:04 P.M.

Chairman Ben Connell called for a vote to exit Executive Session; the motion was made by Councilman Danny
Catoe; seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake. By show of hands, Chairman Ben Connell, Vice-Chairman
Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman Jimmy Jones, and online
Councilman Brant Tomlinson and Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., were all in favor. No votes were taken.

ADJOURNMENT

After no further discussion, Chairman Ben Connell called for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Danny Catoe made
the motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.; seconded by Councilman Derek Shoemake. By show of hands, Chairman Ben
Connell, Vice-Chairman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Danny Catoe, Councilman
Jimmy Jones, and online Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., were all in favor. Councilman Brant Tomlinson was
offline during this vote.

19, 1. 5024

Date Approved

Al bt

Hannah M. Parler, Clerk to Council
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