
 The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in 
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.  
 
Council Present: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Staff Present:  Danny Templar  Gerald Blanchard Lauren Reeder  Barry Catoe  
   J. R. Scott  Ryan Monaghan Jeremy Morrow Barry Nelson 
   Craig Hudson  Shane Duncan  Will Glover     
   
         
Members of the press and public were present.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers, TV and 
radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads and posted on the website.  
 
Chairwoman Guinn called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. Pastor Tim Stephens with 
Harmony Baptist Church in Bethune gave the invocation and Chairwoman Guinn led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. John Thomas stated travel ball is good for business, to consider US 1 in Lugoff when considering a sports 
complex, and asks Council to finish and complete what parks and recreation already has.  
 
Ms. Mary Brandenberger stated Kershaw County has unfinished parks and are not taken care of. Brandenberger 
stated we should finish the parks we already have, update the park in Bethune as well as drain and cut trees at 
Woodward Field.  
 
Ms. Amanda Stephens stated her concerns about the economy and where Kershaw County will get the money to 
create the sports complex. Stephens stated the Woodward Field Ballpark is not a priority for Kershaw County 
with all other matters we have to address.  
 
Mr. Parth Patel moved to Camden about year and half ago after his family purchased a hotel. As a former 
athlete, he is for the new recreational complex. As a business owner, Patel stated hotel owners would not only 
benefit from the new complex, but also local restaurants and small businesses.  
 
Mr. Ben Strickland stated what our citizens want in Kershaw County is changing. Strickland stated Kershaw 
County has an excellent opportunity to modernize our community. Strickland asked Council to entertain the 
motion to partner with MUSC and Health Services District. 
 
Mr. Rick Jay is a lifelong citizen of Kershaw County and has played and coached for recreation for many years. 
Jay stated the recreational complex is not all about travel ball, but for Kershaw County. Jay also stated the Parks 
and Recreation Office is taxed with the demands and upkeep of parks and fields.  
 
Ms. Megan Reynolds stated the recreational complex will make a lasting and positive impact for Kershaw 
County. 
 
Mr. Deep Patel stated he and his family own and operate three hotels in Camden with the addition of two new 
hotels in the future. Patel is also a lifelong citizen of Kershaw County and a participant of Kershaw County 
recreation. Patel stated the complex will update and improve the recreation for our families in our community.  
 
Ms. Daisy Hodge stated she has been in the hospitality industry for ten years and has seen the positive impact a 
recreational complex can bring to communities.  



 
Mr. Shane Kirkley thanked Council for all they do for Kershaw County. Kirkley stated Council has been 
presented with an outstanding opportunity that will have lasting impact for our community and our children. 
Kirkley stated this more than recreation, but an investment in our kids. Kirkley stated our recreation attendance 
is growing and it’s time to invest in ourselves.  
 
Mr. Greg Nettles thanked Council for their service. As a realtor, Nettles stated Kershaw County is growing. 
Nettles stated when new families are looking in Kershaw County they always ask about schools, crime, and 
what recreational facilities do they have for their children. Nettles asked Council “why not us?” when it comes 
to improving our recreational opportunities.  
 
Mr. Matthew Hutchinson asked why this recreation complex issue on the agenda again. Hutchinson also asked 
why Council continues to entertain this matter when Kershaw County has bigger issues like EMS. Hutchinson 
stated EMS is a necessity of focus especially in the Council District Six area.  
 
Mr. Jeff Maddox stated government has gone into every aspect of our lives including bank bailouts, ARPA 
funds, and hospitals. Maddox stated we are getting lost in the government fixing things.  
 
Ms. Linda Franklin Moore stated she is in Councilman Tomlinson’s district. Moore stated the ramifications for 
selling Kershaw County sewer. Moore stated when you give away your sewer system, you give away economic 
development. Moore stated if Council is eager to give away sewer then give it to the Lugoff Water Authority.  
 
Ms. Lauren Cook stated Larry Doby is her cousin and would like to see the County keep Larry Doby Fields. 
Cook stated Larry Doby Park is one of the last pieces of black history in Kershaw County.  
 
Mr. Tom Webb asked when will it be enough as we already have plenty of gymnasiums and fields. Webb stated 
there could be an interruption of food supply and suggest government set up grain storage as life insurance.  
 
Ms. Melody Dowhan stated Kershaw County needs to finish what we started before we start something new. 
Dowhan stated it would be illogical spending and asked where the $5 million for the complex is coming from. 
Dowhan stated Kershaw County’s priorities should be about fire, police, EMS, sewer, and infrastructure.  
   
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. motioned to approve the adoption of agenda and seconded by Councilman 
Brant Tomlinson. 
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to change “budget workshop” to “budget retreat” with a second 
by Councilman Derek Shoemake.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to remove the Health Service District Update with a second by 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
 
 



Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to remove ARPA recommitment and send to The Finance 
Committee to review and provide a recommendation with a second by Councilman Brant Tomlinson.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Motion to adopt agenda as amended. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATION 
South Carolina Association of Counties Outstanding Safety Achievement Award - Van Henson, Director of 
Risk Management Services with The South Carolina Association of Counties stated Kershaw County once 
again was awarded The Outstanding Safety Achievement Award. Henson stated Kershaw County has received 
15 various awards in risk management from The South Carolina Association of Counties. Henson presented the 
award to Kershaw County Risk Manager Barry Catoe.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES    
Councilman Brant Tomlinson motioned to approve the minutes of February 24, 2023 and seconded by 
Councilman Derek Shoemake.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain:  Russell Brazell 
 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made a motion to approve the minutes of February 25, 2023 and seconded by 
Council Sammie Tucker, Jr.  
 
Councilman Danny Catoe made a motion to change Catoe to Templar under Coroner’s Report. Councilman 
Sammie Tucker, Jr. second the motion. 
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain:  Russell Brazell 
 
Motion as amended. 
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain:  Russell Brazell 
 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made a motion to approve February 28, 2023 minutes with a second by 
Councilman Derek Shoemake.  
 



Chairwoman Katie Guinn made a motion to amend Wateree River Public Boat Ramp under New Business to 
remove “as amended” to final motion. 
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell  

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain:  Danny Catoe 
 
 
Motion as amended. 
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell  

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain:  Danny Catoe 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Administrator’s New Contract 
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to accept the administrator’s contract with a second by 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson.   
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Authorization of County Administrator to Speak to Property Owners adjacent to Woodward Park  
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to authorize the County Administrator to enter into preliminary 
discussion with the owners of property adjacent to Woodward Park, specifically parcel C284-00-00-015LSE for 
purposes of determining their willingness to sell their property to the County and to enter into preliminary 
discussions about the sell and possible donation of land contingent to County Council approving any purchase.  
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson second the motion.  
 
Councilman Jimmy Jones made a motion to amend to include Larry Doby Park with a second by Councilman 
Derek Shoemake. Councilman Jimmy Jones withdrew his amendment.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
 
Yard Waste Grinding Service at Landfill Contract 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to award the yard waste grinding services contract to the lowest 
bidder with a second by Councilman Brant Tomlinson.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Clerk to Council Appointment 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to hire and appoint Hannah Parler as Clerk to Council with a 
second by Derek Shoemake.  
 



In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 
Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 

Proposal for Recreational Revitalization 
Councilman Russell Brazell made a motion that Kershaw County accept the donations from MUSC and The 
Health Services District totaling $6 million dollars and that Kershaw County Council submit a proposal to The 
Finance Committee to budget and allocate a $6-million-dollar fund-match using ARPA funds in a reallocation 
process so that a total of $12 million dollars will be available for Kershaw County recreation revitalization 
project. The project will provide $10 million for Woodward Park, a multi-sport complex, and provide $2 
million for maintenance repairs and revitalization of existing recreational facilities throughout Kershaw County. 
This motion is subject to Kershaw County and the owners ultimately entering into a memorandum of 
understanding and intergovernmental agreement fund use. Also, the ARPA fund source is a proposal to The 
Finance Committee. The Finance Committee is encouraged to and is free to look at other available funding 
sources in making this recommendation for this proposal and the annual budget for the County.  
 
Councilman Derek Shoemake seconded the motion.  
 
In Favor: Russell Brazell Danny Catoe  Brant Tomlinson  Derek Shoemake 
 
Opposed:  Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Sammie Tucker, Jr.  
 
 
Scheduling Change for the Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting on April 11, 2023 
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to move the April 11, 2023 Council Meeting to April 18, 2023 
with a second from Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
 
Kershaw County Detention Center Jail Space and Needs Study 
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to perform a Jail Space and Needs Study with a second by 
Councilman Danny Catoe.  
 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell Danny Catoe 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
 
COUNCIL BRIEFINGS 
Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones 
Mr. Jimmy Jones stated he attend the Recreational Commission and was proud of the service they provide. 
Jones thanked each member of the commission and congratulated Councilman Brazell.  
 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson 
No report.  
 
Councilman Danny Catoe 
No report.  
 
Councilman Russell Brazell 
No report.  



 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
Mr. Tucker stated he does not take the task lightly as a councilmember. Tucker stated that in this position he has 
to think off all facets of Kershaw County. Tucker then stated he looks forward to working with Shoemake and 
Tomlinson to make this work.  
 
Councilman Derek Shoemake 
Mr. Shoemake stated he has learned so much already from his colleagues. Shoemake stated March 28th General 
Election is coming up for District 3 to include Town of Elgin Town Council election.  
 
Chairwoman Guinn 
Mrs. Guinn welcomed Hannah Parler to Clerk to Council. Guinn agreed with Lauren Cook on the needs to 
improve Larry Doby. Guinn also stated she will continue to hold the Town Hall meeting for Bethune and Elgin 
for the Woodward Field Complex.  
 
Administrator 
Mr. Templar thanked Council for the approval of the administrator’s contract and thanked Council for hiring 
and appointment Hannah Parler. Templar also stated the upcoming East Camden Study for businesses and 
residents.  
 
Legal 
No report.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Danny Catoe second the 
motion. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
  

 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

 
___________________________________ 
Date Approved 

 
_____________________________________ 
Clerk to Council 


