
 

1 of 7 

 

 

                                

County Council Minutes 
Tuesday, April 18, 2023 

 

A regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center. This meeting was rescheduled from the regular scheduled 
meeting for April 11, 2023. 
 
Council Present:   Katie Guinn   Sammie Tucker, Jr.  Danny Catoe 
       Brant Tomlinson   Derek Shoemake  Russell Brazell 
 
Council Absent:  Jimmy Jones 
 
Staff Present:      Danny Templar   Lauren Reeder   Hannah Parler 
      Ryan Monaghan  Jeremy Morrow   John DuBose 
   Gerald Blanchard 
 
Members of the press and public were present. 
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers, 
TV, and radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads, and posted on the website. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairwoman Guinn called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. In the absence of Pastor 
Andrew Tate of Friendship Baptist Church in Lugoff, SC, Chairwoman Guinn asked Ms. Torres to do the 
invocation and all remained standing as the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made a motion to approve the adoption of the agenda and it was seconded by 
Councilman Danny Catoe. Discussion was called by Chairwoman Guinn as the adoption of the agenda was 
approved.  Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to amend the agenda to add an Ordinance authorizing 
the execution and delivery of an amendment to a fee agreement by and between Kershaw County, South Carolina 
and Canfor Southern Pine, Inc., as sponsor, and New South Lumber Company, Inc., and New South Camden 
Properties, LLC, as Sponsor Affiliates, to provide for an extension of the investment period, and other matters 
related thereto and a Resolution Authorizing the Assignment and Assumption of Fee in Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes 
Agreements by and between Kershaw County, South Carolina and INV Performance Surfaces, LLC. Councilman 
Brant Tomlinson seconded the motion to the amended agenda.   

 
Mr. Jeff Burgess, Director of Economic Development informed KCC that the FILOT ends 5.31.2023, and the 
resolution is for Invista’s reorganization to make sure FILOT goes into proper division. 
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After a brief discussion from Mr. Jeff Burgess, Chairwoman Guinn called for a vote to approve the amended 
agenda.  By show of hands, Chairwoman Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe approve the amended agenda. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
Councilwoman Katie Guinn presented and read the following proclamations into the minutes. In the absence of 
Tammy Smith, Grants Coordinator-Santee Lynches COG, the proclamation for Fair Housing read as follows: 
 

Fair Housing Month Proclamation 
 Whereas, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, also known as the Fair Housing Act, was enacted on 
April 11, 1968, by President Lyndon Johnson enshrined into federal law the goal of eliminating racial segregation 
and ending housing discrimination in the United States; and 
 

Whereas, the Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing based on race, color, religion, sex, 
familial status, national origin, and disability, and commits recipients of federal funding to affirmatively further fair 
housing in their communities; and 

 
 Whereas, Kershaw County is committed to the mission and intent of Congress to provide fair and equal 
housing opportunities for all; and 
 
 Whereas, our social fabric, the economy, health, and environment are strengthened in diverse, inclusive 
communities; and 
 
 Whereas, more than fifty years after the passage of the Fair Housing Act, discrimination in the housing 
market still exists, and many communities are segregated; and 
 
 Whereas, acts of housing discrimination and barriers to equal housing opportunity are repugnant to a 
common sense of decency, fairness and dignity; and 
 

Now, Therefore, Kershaw County Council hereby proclaims this month of April 2023, as Fair Housing 
Month and encourages all citizens to prevent discrimination and reverse housing segregation by increasing 
opportunities for minority home ownership and invest in affordable housing across our county. (This proclamation 
will be signed by all Councilmembers in favor.) 

 
 
The second proclamation read into the minutes by Chairwoman Katie Guinn was the Month of Military Child. 
Chairwoman Guinn invited all of the military children to come upfront in the Council Chambers as she read the 
proclamation to them.  Five military children were present along with Mrs. Sarah Jane. 

 
A Proclamation Recognizing the Month of the Military Child 

 
Whereas, in 1986, Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger established April as the Month of the Military 

Child to serve as an opportunity to recognize the contributions and personal sacrifices that military children make 
in support of the Armed Forces of the United States of America and their bravery while their parent or parents serve 
our nation; and  

 
Whereas, there are more than 1.6 million military children who face challenges and unique experiences as 

a result of their parents' service. While military members serve around the world, we often forget the challenges 
faced by their children. Military children are faced with adapting to new environments, changing communities and 
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support networks at each new duty station which present unique challenges for military children. Each year, the 
DOD joins national, state and local government, schools, military serving organizations, companies and private 
citizens in celebrating military children and the sacrifices they make; and 

 
Whereas, the average military student faces transitioning schools every two to four years and will attend 

six to nine different school systems throughout their lives from kindergarten to 12th grade. With approximately 5,500 
Veterans residing in Kershaw County, Kershaw County Council,  Kershaw County School Board, Kershaw County 
Veteran's Affairs Office, Kershaw County School District, The Montessori School of Camden and the Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) are committed to assisting military children through educational 
and community transitions and committed to ensuring they are afforded the same opportunities for educational 
success as other children and are not delayed in achieving their educational, recreational and social and goals; and  
 

Whereas, the Month of the Military Child serves as a reminder that when a parent or parents serve in the 
military, their children serve too; and 
 

Whereas, Kershaw County “Purple Up” Day will be Friday, April 21, 2023. On this day county council 
encourages our entire community to wear purple and pay tribute to military children of Kershaw County and the 1.6 
million military children of all ages who, through their strength and resiliency, are the heart and soul of the military 
family. 
 

Now, Therefore, Kershaw County Council proclaims this April as the Month of the Military Child in Kershaw 
County and encourages all residents to honor the courage and sacrifices of our military children who so faithfully 
uphold the American spirit and to support these children and their families. (This proclamation will be signed by 
all Councilmembers in favor.) 

 
A standing ovation, many thanks, and appreciation from County Councilmembers was shown to all of the children 
and families present as the purple balloons displayed in the Council Chambers along with gifts for the military 
children honoring their courage and sacrifices as a military child. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Begin: 6:15 p.m. 
Chairwoman Guinn called for Public Comments from the citizens in attendance as she explained the Public 
Comment Guidelines and read into the record. 

1.  Public Comment: 

• is an opportunity for members of the public to share information with Council 

• is not a time for debate with or questions and answers from Council 

• is a time for Council to receive input 

• is not a time for Council response 

• In short, during Public Comment, Council will listen to public comment, but not comment on public 
comment. 

2. Offensive and inappropriate comments will not be tolerated. 
3. If a group would like to speak to Council, we request that a spokesperson be selected and that this person 

indicate the group he/she is representing on the sign-up sheet and in his/her comments. 
4. Public comment is a time to discuss issues. 
5. Public comment period is limited to 5 minutes maximum allowed per individual speaker. 
6. Public comments to Council as an agenda item shall continue uninterrupted, to be live streamed by audio 

and video (where available) until the public comments agenda item is finished and concluded. 
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Mary Brandenburger  
Expressed concerns of current recreational fields condition and how the money should be used to 
upgrade facilities already in place. She also expressed concerns of using family members as a gain to facilitate  
ongoing projects with the county. (Councilwoman Guinn asked her to refrain from involving name calling of  
Elected Officials and exclude family members.) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS CONTINUED 
Jay Brandenburger 
Expressed concerns and request that funds that was discussed a few weeks ago be used to upgrade Woodward 
Park and existing parks already established. 
 
Matthew Hutchinson 
Commented disappointment that some Councilmembers did not show up for the Planning and Zoning meeting.   
 
Tom Webb 
Mr. Webb attended the Planning and Zoning meeting and expressed that the Planning and Zoning 
Comprehensive Plan should be less detailed where it has a clear understanding. 
 
Jeff Mattox 
Attended the Planning and Zoning meeting in reference to the Comprehensive Plan and request that the citizens 
are in consideration with the bigger picture when making changes. 
 
Public Comments ended: 6:40 p.m. 
 
Chairwoman Guinn went back to Proclamations to give the Council a chance for discussion on the Proclamations 
presented earlier in the meeting.  No discussion was given for the Fair Housing Proclamation.  However, many 
thanks and appreciation from the Councilmembers were given honoring all military children and families. 
 
Councilmember Sammie Tucker, Jr., - Thanks to the spouses that stay behind with children and families with the 
task to carry on while their loved ones are gone on the call of duty. 
 
Councilmember Russell Brazell – Thank you to all military all over America.  His father and grandfather both 
served in the military and all sacrifices are appreciated. 
 
Councilmember Derek Shoemake, Councilmember Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe all echoed 
what was said by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., and Councilman Russell Brazell.  Thanks! 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Councilmember Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting of Tuesday, March 
28, 2023.  Councilman Brant Tomlinson seconded.  No discussion from Council and by show of hands 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek 
Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor of approval of minutes. 
 
Councilmember Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to approve the minutes from the special called meeting of 
Thursday, April 6, 2023.  Councilman Derek Shoemake seconded and by show of hands, Councilman Sammie 
Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and 
Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor of approval of minutes.  Chairwoman Katie Guinn was absent for this 
meeting and did not vote on the minutes. 
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ORDINANCES 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn presented to Council for first reading an ordinance authorizing the execution and 
delivery of an amendment to a fee agreement by and between Kershaw County, South Carolina and Canfor 
Southern Pine, Inc., as sponsor, and New South Lumber Company, Inc., and New South Camden Properties, 
LLC, as Sponsor Affiliates, to provide for an extension of the investment period, and other matters related thereto. 
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to approve the ordinance on first reading and it was seconded by 
Councilman Russell Brazell. 
 
Discussion: 
Councilman Russell Brazell stated that Canfor is a big impact to the community and a huge investment.  He is 
glad to see that the expansion is doing well and happy to support. 
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., expressed “kudos” and his support to the leadership and management for the 
great teamwork and appreciates all they do for Kershaw County. 
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn stated that this was the First Reading of an ordinance authorizing the execution and 
delivery of an amendment to a fee agreement by and between Kershaw County, South Carolina and Canfor 
Southern Pine, Inc., as sponsor, and New South Lumber Company, Inc., and New South Camden Properties, 
LLC, as Sponsor Affiliates, to provide for an extension of the investment period, and other matters related thereto, 
and that a Second Reading is scheduled for April 25th, a Public Hearing and Third Reading on May 9, 2023.  All of 
Council in attendance approved on First Reading by show of hands to include:  Chairwoman Katie Guinn, 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, Councilman Danny 
Catoe, and Councilman Derek Shoemake. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn presented before Council a Resolution Authorizing the Assignment and Assumption of 
Fee in Lieu of Ad Valorem Taxes Agreements by and between Kershaw County, South Carolina and INV 
Performance Surfaces, LLC. Councilman Derek Shoemake made a motion to accept and adopt the Resolution 
and Councilman Brant Tomlinson seconded.   
 
Discussion: 
Councilman Russell Brazell commented that he would like to allow to place FILOT in place to add to INVISTA with 
his appreciation of them in business for over 50 years back when it was DUPONT. 
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn called for vote and all in attendance were in favor by show of hands to include:  
Councilwoman Katie Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek 
Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
FY24 Budget and Millage Reading Schedule 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to approve the provided information for the Kershaw County 
Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget and Millage Ordinance Schedule and it was seconded by Derek Shoemake. 
 
Discussion:  
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., stated that a vote should be done in accordance with the rules unless otherwise 
different. 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson expressed his thanks for the hard work to the committee and staff working on this 
budget year. 
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Chairwoman Guinn stated she is happy to support and work on the budget and by show of hands Chairwoman 
Katie Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Derek Shoemake, 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor of adopting the FY24 schedule. 
 
 
Recreation Commission Appointments for Districts 3 and 6 
Councilman Derek Shoemake made a recommendation to nominate Mrs. Aundrea Larrymore representing District 
3 to the Recreation Commission.  Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., seconded.  By show of hands Councilwoman 
Katie Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Russell Brazell, 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor. 
 
Council Danny Catoe made a recommendation to nominate Mr. Jason Bittner representing District 6 to the 
Recreation Commission. Councilman Russell Brazell seconded.  By show of hands Councilwoman Katie Guinn, 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Russell Brazell, Councilman Brant 
Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor. 
 
COUNCIL BRIEFINGS 
Councilman Danny Catoe:  Attended the P/Z meeting, he thought it went well.  There was a lot of input and over 
27 ideas from infrastructure to how to rezone housing development, recreation, wastewater, and much more.  He 
is looking forward to working with the citizens and encourage them to go on the website and fill out the surveys.  
Councilman Catoe offered kind words as he remembers and gives tribute to Mrs. Barbara Huckabee, the Librarian 
for over 40 years in Bethune. Continued thoughts are with her family and loved ones left behind. 
 
Councilman Russell Brazell continued with good thoughts of Mrs. Barbara Huckabee as he was reminded that, 
“Life and forgiveness is precious.” He wore a sports jacket in support of the Sportsman Commission in Kershaw 
and advised to fix the ramp or build a new one. 
 
COUNCIL BRIEFINGS CONTINUED 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., thanked Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and 
Lauren Reeder for their patience and understanding in the mix-up with the Finance Committee schedule.  The 
meeting has been rescheduled for April 24, 2023, at 9:00 a.m.  He also encouraged the community to online to 
SCDOT SC12 BRI - Black River Improvement and leave comments and concerns while funds are available.  The 
citizens are requesting wider roads and bike lanes on the Black River Road with hopes that this will help prevent 
occurring accidents.    
 
Councilman Derek Shoemake stated the tour of the Courthouse with colleagues shows much needed upgrades 
and will be addressed moving forward.  The P/Z meeting was helpful to plan in the future; shout out to the media 
in helping to get notices out as well as Chairwoman Katie Guinn and Vice-Chairman Jimmy Jones. 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson thanked the staff for all they do.  He mentioned road paving, animal shelter, P/Z and 
recreation complex projects ongoing. 
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn encouraged citizens to go to Kershaw County website and apply for vacancies on 
Commissions.  The RX Drug Summit provided essential information moving forward with the Opioid Settlement.  
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., and Chairwoman Katie Guinn serve on the Opioid Commission and will help 
determine how to use the Opioid Settlement. Once the Comprehensive Plan is completed, Council will need to 
have final say in the plan, but do encourage the input of the community. 
 



 

7 of 7 

 

Research will be done as far as recreation on how children are put on teams and we will compare to other 
counties on how to organize teams.  Reminder of the Camden Burial Event Thursday – Saturday which is 
expected to have an outcome of 15-20,000 people in attendance.  
 
For any Public Presentations to this Council, please contact the County Clerk and schedule a date and time to be 
placed on the agenda. 
 
Friday, April 21, 2023, is Wear Purple Day honoring Month of the Military Child. 
 
The Boat Ramp Study should be ready in a few weeks and we should be able to move forward. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S BRIEFING 
County Administrator Danny Templar encouraged community to use the QR Code to help shape the community 
engagement. During the P/Z meeting, it was discussed that the Comprehensive Plan will be updated.  Councilman 
Russell Brazell thanked Mr. Templar for all he does for Kershaw. 
 
LEGAL BRIEFING 
None to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
An Executive Session was not needed.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Councilman Danny Catoe seconded.  By 
show of hands, Chairwoman Katie Guinn, Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr., Councilman Russell Brazell, 
Councilman Derek Shoemake, Councilman Brant Tomlinson, and Councilman Danny Catoe were all in favor to 
adjourn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

         ___________________________ 
         Date Approved 
 
 
         ___________________________ 
         Hannah M. Parler 

Clerk to Council 
 
 


