
The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in 
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.  
 
Council Present: Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Council Absent: Jimmy Jones 
 
Staff Present:  Danny Templar  Gerald Blanchard Lauren Reeder  Ken DuBose  
   J. R. Scott  Ryan Monaghan Jeremy Morrow Barry Nelson  
   Kevin Flowers   
         
Members of the press and public were present.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers, TV and 
radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads and posted on the website.  
 
Chairwoman Guinn called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. Pastor Cragin Blankenship 
with Bethany Westville Baptist Church gave the invocation and Chairwoman Guinn led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Donnie Catoe updated Council on a Bethune City Council Meeting and wanted to pose the following 
questions to Council: who is paying the deputies who service the areas of Bethune, how is the money divided 
up, and why members of the public that resides outside the town limits of Bethune were not allowed to speak.  
 
Mr. Ken Karas lives on West Drive in Cassatt and asked when the last time the wooden bridge in his area was 
inspected and improvements to his road.  
 
Mr. Tim Taylor updated Council on a Good Neighbor Program he’d like to implement within the County to 
acknowledge members of the public who are being good neighbors. Mr. Taylor also updated Council on the 
Easter Egg Hunt at The Lugoff Masonic Lodge on Sunday, April 2, 2023. 
 
Mr. Matthew Hutchinson updated Council on the need to represent each district on the Planning Commission 
and his concern that the Kershaw County Legislative Delegation does not reside in Kershaw County, and if 
there were nominations for the Santee Lynches Council of Governments he’d like to nominate Jeff Maddox.  
 
Mr. Tom Webb proclaimed this month as Who Killed Justice Scalia Month who passed away in February 2016 
and his concern with the desire of America to have a convention to discuss the constitution.  
 
Mr. Jeff Maddox welcomed Derek Shoemake to Council and stated that he doesn’t trust the government and the 
government doesn’t trust him.  
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. motioned to approve the adoption of agenda and seconded by Councilman 
Danny Catoe.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
North Central High School 



Councilman Danny Catoe made the motion to accept the proclamation and seconded by Councilman Brant 
Tomlinson. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
   
Black History Month 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to accept the proclamation and seconded by Councilman Brant 
Tomlinson. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATION 
Santee Lynches Council of Governments Community Development Block Grants – Sylvia Frierson – Frierson 
updated Council on the Community Development Block Grants available to Kershaw County and the public 
hearing scheduled for March 14th in The Government Center Room 207 at 6:00pm.  
 
State of the Health Services District of Kershaw County – Chairman Derial Ogburn – Ogburn updated Council 
the Health Services District and that they will start moving patients to the new Beechwood facility tomorrow. 
Ogburn stated the finances of the Health District are in good shape and said the Medical University of South 
Carolina (MUSC) is willing to commit $3 million and the Health Services District is willing to commit $2 
million to create an outdoor recreation facility jointly with Kershaw County. Ogburn asked the County to match 
this funding and asks for the County to state their commitment within the next 90 days. Ogburn stated he would 
provide the official motion made by The Health Services District to the Chair. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES    
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. motioned to approve the minutes of January 24, 2023 and seconded by 
Councilman Derek Shoemake.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Grievance Committee Appointments 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made the motion to appoint Ginny Ray, Matt Seals, Autumn Furniss, and Liz 
Brown with a second by Councilman Derek Shoemake. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Santee Lynches Council of Governments Appointment 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made the motion to appoint Chairwoman Katie Guinn with a second by 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson. 
 
In Favor:  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Abstain   Katie Guinn 
 
 
 



 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
COUNCIL BRIEFINGS 
Councilman Derek Shoemake 
Mr. Shoemake stated infrastructure is very important to him and to make Elgin a part of The Santee Lynches 
COG regarding transportation and is happy to serve Elgin as their Councilman.  
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
Mr. Tucker congratulated Shoemake on his appointment and wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day. Tucker 
also state Council Retreat on February 24th & February 25th and the Budget Workshops.  
 
Councilman Brazell 
Mr. Brazell recognized Bill Robinson who formed the Knights Hill Preservation Board.  
 
Councilman Catoe 
Mr. Catoe recognized and congratulated the wrestling teams of North Central and Lugoff-Elgin High Schools.    
 
Councilman Tomlinson  
Mr. Tomlinson welcomed Derek Shoemake to Council and wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
Chairwoman Guinn 
Mrs. Guinn congratulated Derek Shoemake, gave an update on Night to Shine, and also updated Council on The 
County Council Budget Retreat on February 24th and 25th. Mrs. Guinn said the Administrator and she are 
working on interviews for Clerk to Council and wanted thank MUSC for their dedication to Kershaw County.  
 
Administrator 
Mr. Templar stated the mobilization of the Cassatt Fire Station was $30,000.   
 
Legal 
No report.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Administrative Briefing Personnel 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. to go into executive session with a second by Councilman Danny Catoe.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made a motion to end executive session with a second by Councilman Derek 
Shoemake.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Russell Brazell second 
motioned. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. Derek Shoemake 
  

 
 



 
The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 

 
___________________________________ 
Date Approved 

 
_____________________________________ 
Clerk to Council 


