
 

                             
AGENDA 

KERSHAW COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 14TH, 2023 ~ 6:00 P.M. 

COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBERS / KERSHAW COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
515 Walnut Street, Camden, SC 29020 

 
Call to Order 
 
Invocation Pastor Cragin Blankenship, Bethany Westville Baptist Church 
 
Pledge of Allegiance   
 
Public Comments  
 
Adoption of Agenda   
 
Proclamation  

• North Central High School 
(placed on the agenda by Councilman Danny Catoe) ………………………………………………...…………A 

• Black History Month  
(placed on the agenda by Chairwoman Katie Guinn)  
 

 
Public Presentation 

• Santee Lynches Council of Governments Community Development Block Grants, Sylvia Frierson 
(placed on the agenda by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.)  

• State of the Health Services District of Kershaw County, Chairman Derial Ogburn 
(placed on the agenda by Chairwoman Katie Guinn) 
 

 
Approval of Minutes January 24, 2023 ………………………………………………………….…..…B 
    
Resolution 
 
Ordinances 
 
New Business  

• Grievance Committee Appointments ………………………………………………………….....C 
• Santee Lynches Council of Governments Appointment 

(placed on the agenda by Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.)  
 
 

Old Business 
 
Council Briefings   
 
Administrator’s Briefing      
 



This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. The public may access the internet as a guest through the County’s Wi-Fi and locate the 
agenda on the County website.: www.kershaw.sc.gov 
 

Legal Briefing  
 
Executive Session 

• Administrative Briefing Personnel  
An executive session may be called and held at any time by Council for and permitted by South Carolina Freedom of Information Act and action 
may possibly be taken on issues subject to the executive session after Council reconvenes.  

 
Adjournment  

http://www.kershaw.sc.gov/


A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
North central high school principals 

 
WHEREAS, David Branham is a graduate of North Central High School and, after graduating from 

college, he began a teaching career at North Central High School and, served as Principal at Mt. Pisgah 
Elementary and Bethune Elementary and, was then hired as the Principal of North Central High in 2014; and 
 

WHEREAS, Meredith Ogburn Kirkland served as a teacher at Camden High and Camden Middle and, 
served as a Curriculum Effectiveness Specialist at E.L Wright Middle School in Richland County and, was then 
hired as Assistant Principal at North Central High in 2018; and  
 

WHEREAS, Tabitha Strickland served as Special Education Coordinator for Berkeley County School 
District and Lead Special Education Teacher and Department Head at Cane Bay High School, and was then 
hired as Assistant Principal at North Central High School in 2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, North Central High School was organized in 1979 with the merger of Baron DeKalb, 

Midway and Mt. Pisgah High Schools. The facility was placed on a 60.35-acre campus on Lockhart Road 
between Highway 521 and Highway 341. In 1999 Bethune High School was closed and both the students and 
staff of Bethune High School joined the North Central High School family; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 12, 2020, the North Central High School staff, students, and parents faced a 
major tragedy when a tornado touched down directly on the campus, causing major destruction to the building 
and sports facilities; and  
 

WHEREAS, District Six Councilman Danny Catoe’s son attended North Central High School when the 
tornado struck.  Councilman Catoe’s family experienced the pain, sorrow, and uncertainty of both students and 
staff that resulted from the tornado’s devastation. Students, faculty, and the entire community were left in 
uncertainty with no school to call home; and  
 

WHEREAS, in March 2020 the COVID-19 outbreak presented a second set of serious issues and 
challenges to the North Central High School community with COVID-19 forcing school closures and students 
learning from home; and 
 

WHEREAS, despite the physical devastation to the North Central High School campus and despite the 
challenges caused by the COVID-19 school closures, Principal David Branham demonstrated great courage, 
positivity, and strength of leadership to the North Central High School community; and 
 

WHEREAS, Assistant Principals Meredith Kirkland and Tabitha Strickland were instrumental in 
rallying the North Central High School staff, students, and families with effective leadership and resolve; and 

 
WHEREAS, Principal David Branham and Assistant Principals Meredith Kirkland and Tabitha 

Strickland set the example for resiliency to North Central High School staff, students, and family.  These 
principles, along with the entire North Central High School staff, went above and beyond to make sure the 
students of North Central High School had a positive and enjoyable high school experience. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Kershaw County Council express appreciation and 

gratitude to Principal David Branham, Assistant Principal Meredith Kirkland, and Assistant Principal Tabitha 
Strickland for their exemplary leadership, positive attitude, and unwavering resolve in guiding the North Central 
High School community. 
 

Signed by Kershaw County Council this 14th day of February, 2023. 
 
  

By:__________________________  
Katie Guinn 
Chairwoman 

By:_________________________  
Jimmy Jones 

Vice-Chairman 

By:___________________________  
Danny Catoe 
Councilman 

By:__________________________  
Brant Tomlinson 

Councilman 

By:__________________________  
Derek Shoemake 

Councilman 

By:__________________________  
Russell Brazell 

Councilman 

By:__________________________  
Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Councilman 

ATTEST:  
By:__________________________ 

Lauren Reeder, Clerk to Council 
 

 

 



The regular meeting of the Kershaw County Council was held on Tuesday, January 24, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. in 
Council Chambers at the Kershaw County Government Center.  
 
Council Present: Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
 
  
Staff Present:  Danny Templar  Gerald Blanchard Lauren Reeder  Ken DuBose  
   J. R. Scott  Ryan Monaghan Jeremy Morrow Will Glover 

Barry Nelson  Kevin Flowers  Steven Teal  Gary Parnell 
Talley Truesdale Amy Schofield Joey Adams-Raczkowski  
Pete Furlong  Eric Templar 

         
Members of the press and public were present.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, copies of the agenda were sent to the newspapers, TV and 
radio stations, citizens of the county, department heads and posted on the website.  
 
Chairwoman Guinn called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. Pastor Luther Harmon with 
Union Baptist Church of Elgin gave the invocation and Chairwoman Guinn led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Ryggs Wilson asked Council to host tournaments and request improvements to our Parks and Recreation 
facilities and fields.  
 
Mr. Bill Stuart is a resident of Cassatt and stated his concern for not moving forward with the Cassatt Fire 
Station and is in favor of proceeding with construction of the station.  
 
Mr. Joan McCulley would like to more information and to understand the purpose as well as intent of the 
resolution placed on the agenda.  
 
Ms. Tracy Paul is a resident of Cassatt and asked why construction has been placed on hold for the Cassatt Fire 
Station and is in favor of proceeding with the construction of the new Cassatt Fire Station. 
 
Ms. Katie Taylor stated the halt of the Cassatt Fire Station should not be suspended due to one homeowner and 
asks that Cassatt Fire Station not be moved. 
 
Mr. Donnie Catoe is happy to have a Councilman from the Timrod/Mt. Pisgah area and stated the Cassatt Fire 
Station is a valuable asset to the northeast part of the County.  
 
Mr. Jeff Maddox asked how much was the public involved in the placement of the Cassatt Fire Station that 
could have avoided this matter, stated his issues with the resolution, and spoke about Santee Lynches Council of 
Government’s Community Needs Meeting. 
 
Mr. Jim Gadty is homeowner located next to the Cassatt Fire Station. He is not opposed to the construction of 
the fire station and asked if the fire station could be relocated. 
 
Mr. Matthew Hutchinson is a resident of Cassatt and stated he wants a Cassatt Fire Station and asked Council if 
they would have approved the fire station if it was next to their house and asked for a better option. Hutchinson 
advocates for more parenting of our children and homeschooling.  
 
 



 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. motioned to approve the adoption of agenda and seconded by Councilman 
Danny Catoe.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATION 
Hometown Heroes Project – Lowell Koppert, Chairman of Aiken County Veteran Council – Koppert presented 
a banner project for the County to acknowledge hometown veteran heroes. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES    
Councilman Danny Catoe motioned to approve the minutes of January 10, 2023 and seconded by Councilman 
Russell Brazell.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  
 

Abstain:   Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson motioned to approve the special meeting minutes of January 12, 2023 and 
seconded by Councilman Russell Brazell. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  
 

Abstain:   Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 
A Resolution by Kershaw County Council Express Support for Parental Rights in the Education and Upbringing 
of Children 
Councilman Russell Brazell made the motion to adopt the resolution and seconded by Councilman Brant 
Tomlinson. 
 
In Favor:   Russell Brazell    
 
Opposed:   Katie Guinn  Jimmy Jones  Sammie Tucker, Jr.  
    Brant Tomlinson Danny Catoe 
 
ORDINANCES 
Third Reading of an Amended and Restated Ordinance by Kershaw County Council Determining Rules and 
Order 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. motioned to approve the third reading of the ordinance, seconded by 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson. 
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. made a motion to amend the ordinance as follows: 

• Section 3.1 Budget Ordinance and Millage Ordinance 



c. The Millage Ordinance for Kershaw County millage shall be enacted no later than the council 
meeting at which the Kershaw County Annual Budget is enacted. 

 
• Section 4.2: Chairperson 

The Chairperson shall, and when required, execute, on behalf of County Council, all ordinances, 
resolutions, directives, bonds, and other official instruments or documents as required by County 
Council.  
 
As to honorary proclamations and resolutions as to an event(s), organization(s) or person(s) or 
statement(s) of expression the sponsoring council member may indicate support by executing and other 
and other council members may execute including the council members’ support.    
 

• Section 5.1: The Committees of County Council  
8. The appropriation(s) and expenditure(s) of funds shall first be submitted to the Finance 
Committee for consideration and a recommendation to County Council. 
 
9. The Finance Committee will first consider the Annual Budget and recommend to Council a 
proposed budget prior to second reading of the budget. The recommendation of the Finance Committee 
must be provided to County Council as an agenda item under New Business (at least one council 
meeting prior to the scheduled second reading of the Kershaw County Budget Ordinance). After the 
proposed Annual Budget has been recommended by the Finance Committee and placed on the agenda 
for Second Reading (or in the event of no timely recommendations) the budget is then subject to 
proposed amendments (including the amount and purpose of the expenditure and source of funding) by 
motions of Council members as provided for in Section 3.1.b or by administrative proposals. 
 
10. Council members may submit matters to the Finance Committee for consideration and 
recommendations to Council. If a matter is submitted to the Finance Committee for consideration by a 
Council member, the Finance Committee shall make its recommendation to Council within fourteen (14) 
days of submission of the matter by the Council member. If no recommendation is made to Council as to 
the matter submitted fourteen (14) days, the matter can be placed on the agenda by the council member. 

 
• Section 2.2 Preparation of Agenda 

 
The County Administrator and Clerk to County Council shall prepare a proposed agenda which shall be 
published by 4:00 p.m. on Friday preceding the next scheduled County Council meeting. Matters to be 
placed on the agenda shall be submitted to the Clerk to Council no later than 1:00 p.m. on Thursday 
preceding the next scheduled County Council meeting.  

 
 For special meetings, the agenda shall be published at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson second the motion.  
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  
 

Opposed:   Russell Brazell  
 
 
Motion as amended. 
 



In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  
 

Opposed:   Russell Brazell  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussion regarding Planning & Zoning 
Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones expressed concern about the attitude of Planning and Zoning with the public. 
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn asked for a more local approach and for our Planning and Zoning Department, with 
the help with our stormwater engineer, to help property owners solve problems instead of always saying no.  
 
Administrator Danny Templar stated he would get dates on start and completion of Comprehensive Plan to 
Council.  
 
Councilman Danny Catoe was very disappointed in the complaints he received regarding Planning and Zoning.   
 
 
Appointment of Interim Clerk to Council 
Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones made the motion to appoint Lauren Reeder as Interim Clerk to Council until one is 
appointed with a second by Councilman Brant Tomlinson. 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  Russell Brazell 
 
Establishment of the Finance Committee 
Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones made a motion for Russell Brazell to serve on the Finance Committee and 
seconded by Councilman Brant Tomlinson.  
 
Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones withdrew his motion.  
 
The following slate of nominations were made for The Finance Committee: 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. nominated Councilman Brant Tomlinson 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson nominated Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr.  
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. nominated Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones 
 
Councilman Sammie Tucker made a motion to close nomination and appoint Councilmen Brant Tomlinson, 
Sammie Tucker, Jr. and Vice Chairman Jimmy Jones with a second by Chairwoman Katie Guinn. 
 
In Favor:  Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  Russell Brazell 
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn then appointed Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. as Chair of Finance Committee.  
 
Funding Authorization for Kershaw County Opioid Settlement Fund 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn made the motion to authorize the chair to execute a letter to The Opioid Recovery 
Fund Board granting approval for The ALPHA Center to apply for guaranteed political subdivision sub funds in 
the amount up to $561,228.03 on behalf of Kershaw County pursuant to the technical proposal requirements 
published by The Opioid Recovery Fund Board. Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. second the motion.  
 
In Favor:   Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Brant Tomlinson  Russell Brazell 



 
Abstain:   Jimmy Jones 
 
 
Cassatt Fire Station Update 
Administrator Danny Templar provided members of Council and the public an update on the Cassatt Fire 
Station and options on keeping the location of the fire station or relocating it on the existing property.  
 
Councilman Russell Brazell made a motion to allocate $50,000 of project’s contingency funds to create a buffer 
between the Cassatt Fire Station and the Gadty property. Councilman Danny Catoe second the motion.  
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn asked Administrator Danny Templar to communicate with Council the exact cost of 
the project.  
 
Chairwoman Katie Guinn amended the motion to allocate $109,000 to retain the existing location of the Cassatt 
Fire Station which includes the $50,000 in trees. Councilman Brant Tomlinson second the motion.  
 
In Favor:   Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Brant Tomlinson  Russell Brazell 
 
Motion as amended. 
 
In Favor:   Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Sammie Tucker, Jr. 

Brant Tomlinson  Russell Brazell 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
COUNCIL BRIEFINGS 
Councilman Sammie Tucker, Jr. 
No report, but wanted to extend his contact information to the Gadtys.  
 
Councilman Brazell 
No Report. 
 
Councilman Catoe 
Mr. Catoe thanked The Gadtys for the cooperation and thanked our first responders for their service. Catoe also 
informed the public that the Mt. Pisgah Community Center is now open to the public.   
 
Councilman Tomlinson  
No report.  
 
Councilman Jones 
Mr. Jones addressed The Gadtys and wished them the best.  
 
Chairwoman Guinn 
Mrs. Guinn asked County Administrator Danny Templar to remove VisionKershaw 2030 on the website and to 
the email signature line. Guinn also informed the public of a Veterans Breakfast on the 4th Tuesday of every 
month at Pine Grove Baptist Church in Lugoff at 9am. Guinn also asked for volunteers to create a Veterans 
Parade.  
 
 
 



Administrator 
Mr. Templar acknowledged the productivity of the meeting and will make concerted efforts to surrounding 
property owners.  
 
Legal 
No report.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Councilman Brant Tomlinson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Danny Catoe second 
motioned. 
In Favor: Katie Guinn  Danny Catoe  Russell Brazell  

Jimmy Jones   Brant Tomlinson  
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 

 
___________________________________ 
Date Approved 

 
_____________________________________ 
Clerk to Council 



Employee Relations Committee (formally known as the Grievance Committee)  
Appointed by Council: staggered 3 yr. terms. Represents a broadly representative basis from among county employees 
and not consist of elected officials.  Members may be appointed for succeeding terms.  

Name  Phone No.  Department Term Expires Race  Gender 
Amy Peebles 
Chairperson 

803-425-6009 Parks and 
Recreation 

11/24/2024 W F 

Debbi Hemming 803-425-1508 Library  11/24/2024 W F 
Blake Stokes 803-425-1522 Fire Services  11/24/2024 W M 
Jenny Rae 803-425-1500 

ext. 5355 
Probate Court 2/14/2026 W F 

Matt Seals 803-729-7364 EMS 2/14/2026 W M 
Autumn Furniss 803-425-1512 Sheriff’s Office 2/14/2026  W F 
Liz Brown 803-425-1523 

Ext. 5336 
Assessor 2/14/2024 W F 
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