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You may file a civil lawsuit in magistrates' court if you believe that you or your property have been injured or damaged and the amount of that injury is $7,500 or less. The filing fee is $80.00 for filing and service of process. There is an additional $10.00 charge for each additional defendant with a different address located in Kershaw County. Defendant must be a Kershaw County resident. Please provide the court with a clear and accurate legal name and street address for the defendant. Route and box numbers are not acceptable. If filing against a business, determine whether or not the business is incorporated or privately owned. If privately owned, list owners full legal name. If incorporated, provide the name and address of the registered agent. The Secretary of State may be contacted to obtain the agent’s name. If filing to collect on an account or note include duplicate copies of the statement of account, invoices, or note to verify the amount due and have your signature notarized.
The Magistrate Court will issue a summons when the complaint is filed and the summons requires the defendant to answer the complaint within thirty (30) days after the date of service. The defendant must answer in writing and a clerk is available at the Magistrate Court to assist a party if needed. If the defendant has a claim against the plaintiff arising from the same facts the defendant may file a counterclaim in writing with the court at the same time the answer is filed. If the defendant does not answer within thirty (30) days after service of the summons and complaint a judgment by default may be entered against the defendant. The Court will schedule a bench trial if the defendant files an answer. The parties must appear with any witnesses and evidence that are necessary to prove their cases. A WRITTEN, NOTARIZED, OUT OF COURT STATEMENT FROM A WITNESS CANNOT BE USED AS EVIDENCE. A WITNESS MUST APPEAR IN PERSON IN COURT TO TESTIFY. There is a charge of $ 8.00 per subpoena if issued by the court. The court does not provide a court reporter. You must make any appropriate arrangements.
Either party has the right to request a jury trial and it must be submitted in writing at least five (5) working days prior to the date of the hearing. A transcript of judgment will be issued with specific instructions about the enforcement of the judgment. It may be recorded ($35.00) immediately at the Clerk of Courts Office. The recorded judgment will remain valid and enforceable for a period of ten (10) years. When the judgment is satisfied the plaintiff must notify the Clerk of Courts Office so that the judgment may be removed.
A motion for a new trial must be received by this court in writing within five (5) days after notice of the judgment. An appeal must be filed in writing within thirty (30) days from the notice of judgment. There is a filing fee and it must be filed with the Court of Common Pleas. The notice of appeal must be personally served on this court and on the opposing party.
In case of Default Judgement requested by Plaintiff for business accounts a SCRA Form needs to be submitted with documents or after 30 days of the Defendant being served with a request for Default Judgement. The SCRA Form can be obtained https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/ an account can be created at no cost. 
The Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act ("SCRA") is found at 50 U.S.C. app. §§ 501 et seq. The purpose of the SCRA is strengthen and expedite national defense by giving servicemembers certain protections in civil actions. By providing for the temporary suspension of judicial and administrative proceedings and transactions that may adversely affect servicemembers during their military service, the SCRA enables servicemembers to focus their energy on the defense of the United States. Among other things, the SCRA allows for forbearance and reduced interest on certain obligations incurred prior to military service, and it restricts default judgments against servicemembers and rental evictions of servicemembers and all their dependents. The SCRA applies to all members of the United States military on active duty, and to U.S. citizens serving in the military of United States allies in the prosecution of a war or military action. The provisions of the SCRA generally end when a servicemember is discharged from active duty or within 90 days of discharge, or when the servicemember dies. Portions of the SCRA also apply to reservists and inductees who have received orders but not yet reported to active duty or induction into the military service. For more information about the SCRA visit: https://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms/bankruptcy/bankruptcy-basics/servicemembers-civil-relief-act-scra 



Summons & Complaint (Form SCCA 701 & SCCA 716)
1. Complete the Complaint form and the Affidavit and Itemization of Account forms (to include business account balance and court fees: $80.00 court fee and $35.00 filing fee = $115.00) Please send original forms for the court and a copy to be served to Defendant.

2.  Forms can be found online at www.sccourts.org and may be filled out in advanced of your appointment with the Magistrate’s clerk. The filing fee is $80.00 and must be paid at the time of the filing. While an appointment is not necessary, it is suggested that you call Denise Steele at (803) 425-7226 Ext. 5383 or Maria Reyes at (803) 425- 7226 Ext. 5388 to make sure someone is available when you come in.

When accessing the S.C. Judicial website www.sccourts.org,
 QUICK LINKS is located on the right side of the homepage.
· Click on COURT FORMS in the QUICK LINKS list.
· Once the page is opened, use the drop-down menu on SEARCH #1 
· Select MAGISITRATE.
· A menu of court forms will appear. 
· Select SCCA 701 Complaint Form & SCCA 716 Affidavit and Itemization of Accounts Form
· You can download the form in PDF format or Word format.

 Checklist of Required Documents to submit Summons & Complaint in Kershaw County Magistrate Court.
· Complaint Form (SCCA 701)
· Affidavit and Itemization Form (SCCA716) This form has to be notarized, we can notarize for you in the office or you can have any other notary notarize your affidavit. 
· Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (businesses with account and contract agreements only) https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/
· $80.00 filing fee (cash, check or money order, we do not accept Debit or Credit cards)
· Please send original forms for the court and a copy to be served to Defendant.

You can mail in your Summons & Complaint with all the items listed above to:
Kershaw County Magistrate Court
Attn: Civil Dept.
1121 Broad St 
Camden, SC 29020
