
PROCEDURE FOR PROVIDING  
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR  
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

 
Applicants with requests before the Planning Commission are allotted a presentation 

time of 10 (ten) minutes. This time should include but is not limited to an overview of the 

project, case history, and any pertinent meetings held regarding the request. This time 

also includes all persons presenting information on behalf of the applicant such as 

attorneys, engineers, and architects. This time limit does not include any questions 

asked by the Planning Commission or staff regarding requests. Members of the general 

public are given the opportunity to address their concerns in intervals of 5 (five) minutes.  

The Planning Commission reserves the right to amend these procedures on a 

case-by-case basis.  

 

Please do not speak from the audience. When your time to speak is granted and you 

have signed into the meeting to speak, please come to the podium so all present for the 

meeting can hear your comments. Also, be considerate of others by turning off or 

muting your cell phones during the proceedings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Excerpt from, Kershaw County Planning and Zoning Commission Rules of 
Procedure Section 7: Procedures for Public Comment Period  
A.​ Public comment period:  

●​ is an opportunity for members of the public to share information with the Planning 

Commission  

●​ is not a time for debate with or questions and answers from the Planning 

Commission  

●​ is a time for the Planning Commission to receive input  

●​ is not a time for Planning Commission response.  

​

In short, during public comment, the Planning Commission will LISTEN to public 

comment, but not COMMENT on public comment. ​

 

B.​ Offensive and inappropriate comments will not be tolerated and comments should 

be limited to statements and rhetorical questions.  

C.​ If a group would like to speak to the Planning Commission, the Commission 

requests that a spokesperson be selected and that this person indicates the group 

he/she is representing on the sign-up sheet and in his/her comments.  

D.​ Public comment is a time to discuss issues, not individuals. Other avenues exist for 

individual personnel complaints.  

E.​ Public comment period is limited to 30 minutes with 5 minutes maximum allowed per 

individual speaker 


