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“Stay Healthy. We’ll be back soon”

That’s what the sign above our Little Theatre says: “We’ll be back.” Defeat is not the spirit of the folks you will meet here:  rather, it is a spirit of kindliness and courtesy, and resolve -- resolve to restore what is now laid aside, and to get us working again; to be Open again, open for schools and business and worship and raising our kids and grandkids.   Taking the single example of last Sunday night in the parking lot of KershawHealth where hundreds in their cars were praying and celebrating our resolve....a spirit to be proud of, a spirit to celebrate, a spirit to sustain and continue on.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kershaw County shares a bond: like our veterans who served this County and this Country on outposts & ships all over the world, but now face an even tougher fight, right here at home.  And a fight it is, a struggle without regard for uniforms or age or gender or station.... waged among the population, and with our wonderful Hospital and EMS and Nurses and First Responders  and County staffs on the front lines.  They all say to us: “The price of even a single soul is too high.”  Indeed!  Yet, such loss would be compounded if the citizens were to despair and not seize the moment to protect, and, yes, even to see it through to thrive again.   The fallen and the stricken deserve not only honor but also our commitment and resolve.  Likewise, our businesses and agencies are looking for the path forward, too, having suffered bleak sales and closed doors.   

I will not be a Polly-Anna, or serve up mush to an already hard-pressed population:  our only way out is THROUGH, through the guidance we have followed now for over 4 weeks:  sanitation, keeping distance and all that goes with it.  There are no promises of an easy road.   April will be the tough month.  Brutal, even; and as the drum beat of "breaking" news continues, we focus instead on doing what we can.  We are making a difference; and we buy time for Kershaw Health, and the FDA and Federal and State and County support to be felt....everywhere, at first subtle and small, but steady and reliable.
 
I have begun my talks in the Army and Kershaw County with the phrase – “It’s a great day!”    As we close week four of COVID-19 in Kershaw County, such a signal of optimism has taken on a new meaning as I have watched our citizens and businesses show forth grit and competence.    When Kershaw County is met with adversity, we have never accepted a set-back. We have always risen to the challenge in Tornadoes, Floods, and Hurricanes – adapting, adjusting, and standing strong and united.   “Stronger Together, Kershaw Strong” in our schools, government bodies, non-profits, businesses, and churches, working as one to do our part to fight this unseen enemy.

Thank you. As we join with the School District to change our way of educating our children.  As Industry shifts our work environments to home.  As Moms and Dads and grandparents and the kids make the necessary lifestyle changes to keep ourselves and our families healthy. 

Thank you for adjusting your lives without complaint.
Thank you for being a part of the solution and not the problem.
And thank you for working with us to find solutions for local businesses and the unemployed. 
Yes, it is a great day in Kershaw County because we are “KC Strong.”
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