[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 2.1   15 April 20

“Two Trillion Ain’t What it Used to Be”

Julian Burns
Chairman KCC

Friends

Let’s talk finances, first agreeing that money alone is not enough.  

For, when we celebrated Easter and Passover in these pages we took incalculable courage from that High Feast of our Faith.   A “cease-fire” seemingly in the battle, where there is  no let-up in this scourge, the most brutal period of this pestilence.    April and into May?   Even the models and data are wrong, as I pointed out last week.  The unproven science of every epidemiological prediction continues to be both uninformative and dire; hence, we apply remedies, as did our grandfathers in 1918:   social distancing, hygiene and common sense; support for the heroes in EMS and our own Kershaw Health; and our spirit as a People.   It is our spirit that admits no price for what we do for ourselves.  That US Treasury’s many trillions are spent on winning this fight is as nothing compared to our commitment, if only we do not falter.

So, we pick up our duties and tend to the “Ox in the ditch” as the Bible says…for our own good.   Help is arriving, yes: in County with PPE, in our wonderful Hospital, in stimulus checks to each of you, and in loans and grants to businesses.   But it is not enough weighed against our uniquely American strengths, relying on individuals fired with a common view of the public good.  The gaps are filled by what we do for ourselves, “until help arrives”…a vaccine, probably next year.   The current moment demands our best talents and commitment, for which there is no price.   

Yet, let’s review the financial balance sheet, where we know that no amount of money is sufficient to the task ahead: 
First, some $50 million in stimulus checks to us alone, here to Kershaw County citizens, arrives in your mail boxes and bank accounts this very week.  Why is this important?  It is insufficient only to finance businesses; we need “demand” because businesses must have customers.  So, do your part: “shop local” and spend your stimulus in our stores.  We need “demand” to match the “supply” that we are trying to sustain.
Second, US Congress has adjourned for a month, having dolled out over $2 Trillion.  That is a lot of zeroes.   Thousands of businesses have applied, our banks and CPAs are doing their best to help; but, the complexity and scale of the grants and loans has choked the process.  Meanwhile, employees need pay, loans need cash to repay, and someone needs to “keep the lights on.”   These expenses will not wait, where it was Federal and State actions that caused economic calamity, arguably “burning houses down to save a village.”  County is acting on the conviction this was not the fault of our businesses.
Third, we awaken this week to the fact that, “Two Trillion Dollars ain’t what it used to be”.  In which spirit, our County Council, too, is stepping in to help:  to apply something shy of a Million dollars from our “Disaster Reserve,” a stop-gap where Federal programs lag.   County Council’s action pales by comparison to that of the Congress, but “we are KC Strong” and stronger together, in solidarity with our businesses. 
Fourth, our large businesses and industries do us proud!  They are showing entrepreneurial skill and determination:  keeping lines open, and taking precautions and quarantining, and delineating best practices to restore and sustain productive, profitable lines.   
And, lastly, not to omit our retail, pharmacy, grocery, take-out restaurants, and hardware stores.  They are OPEN, and taking the needed hygienic precautions.  They are out there, and serviced by the trucking industry, providing the basics of our everyday life.   Heroes.  It is these simple services that make us realize, “This is how things work.”  Say “Thanks” to the gas station attendant, the nurse, the check-out line, or the timber department in Hardware stores.  

Albert Camus chronicled in the Classic, “The Plague,” that decency, compassion and kindness in horrific times comprise the remedy of our Faith, and the best defense we can mount.  Money alone is not enough when we are “KC Strong.”



