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Worry Looks Around, Faith Looks Up
 
Friends, it has been a week since we last talked in this newspaper.

Much has happened in that short week.  In spite of it all we have responded with esprit -- new COVID cases, Presidential orders, new equipment and drugs arriving and others tested, a deepening and broadening pandemic, the Governor’s  HOME/WORK order, new High School Graduation dates; and, on and on.   We can scarcely take it all in.   And yet, with blinding clarity, here we find ourselves in Holy Week, indeed on the eve of the Great Resurrection Day. This is the welcome anecdote for what seemed a “Lost Spring“ for our youth and for us all.

Since we last met in these pages, I talked with guarded reserve, urging compliance and foreseeing a brutal month ahead.  None of that has changed; the steady roll call of positive cases continues.  No one is exempt, young or old, in Elgin, Lugoff, Camden, Cassatt, Bethune, Pisgah, Boykin.  

Without apology, there was precious little to celebrate in my last report to you.   And yet, here we are: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Easter, the momentous symbols of our greatest Hope, and assurance.   In certain conviction, we know that we are charged not to worry, as our great Teacher, the Christ, said Himself.   Or as my Cousin Jim says: “Worry?  Worry looks around, but Faith?  Faith looks up.”

There is wisdom there, and trust.   Trust in our Faith and trust in one another, with common resolve amidst a shared and deadly peril.   Thank you, Kershaw County, for your grit: to knuckle down and barrel through, where trust is the theme:  Trust as a County fully mobilized, Trust in the family, Trust in the Institutions, Trust in the authorities who struggle on unprecedented scale with matters that defy solution; and Trust in our community: the kids on the block, the person next to you, and down the street, or in the businesses to do their part for the common good.

Yes, we have seemingly been in “Slo-Mo” for 5, now 6 weeks….and each day has been like watching a bad version of Bill Murray’s “Ground Hog Day” through a drinking straw, & one day at a time.    The time for blame and finger-pointing lies months in the future.  We will learn those lessons, later; we have work to do right now:  we are on the right course, and there is too much to do. A wider view of the contagion is needed, with a firmer grasp of the long-term consequences, to push out our horizons beyond the Summer.  For Kershaw County we do what we can “until help comes.”  “What help,” many ask?   Well, into week 6 and 7, here are my top five:  
1)  Actionable information on cases.   We simply don’t get information from DHEC in actionable form, or in timely ways –the new policy on Zip Codes helps, but more is asked;  
2)  Capacity of our Medical chain.   These data are captured at State level, and only through the professionalism of our wonderful Hospital and EMS teams are we kept apprised; and we await answers given on Respirators and Full Testing for all, and so on;  
3)  Decisions pending.  Officials are deeply divided on predictions on curves which peak in April or as late as August – quite a point spread; and we are the last to know, being a rural County; 
4)  Effectiveness of business and employee assistance.  We have asked Federal and State leaders to help our businesses, and to educate our banks & businesses on funds available – at last, monies are beginning to appear, and we have hope for our small businesses;
5)  and, lastly, sustaining the Health of this population and economy in the long term.  For instance, can we truly lick this bug or must we await a vaccine to stop a resurgence, and further Recession, too, in the Fall and Winter?
[bookmark: m_-5998955198329457401__GoBack]All tough issues, and worthy.  For now, we master these tribulations with spirited determination to act on what we have, on this Easter and into May.     We have trust in the path we have taken, and we will not confuse Faith in our success — a Faith that has never failed —with the discipline to confront the facts of this present reality.   We are “KC Strong.”
