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Section 3:3.18, Unified Code of Zoning and Land Development Regulations (ZLDR) 
 

The following performance standards shall be used to ensure that all conditionally permitted manufacturing uses 
shall produce no injurious or obnoxious conditions related to the operation of such uses sufficient to create a 
nuisance beyond the premises.  The Planning and Zoning Commission or the Planning Official, as applicable, 
may require additional restrictions based on proximity to schools, churches, residential areas, etc.  Furthermore, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission may require that an engineer certify that the proposed project will not violate 
the restrictions listed herein. 
 
3:3.18-1     Vibration 
No vibration shall be produced which is transmitted through the ground and is discernible without the aid of 
instruments at any point beyond the lot line; nor shall any vibration produced exceed the following velocity levels, 
measured with a vibration monitor in inches per second at the nearest: 
A. Residential property line:  0.02 
B. Non-residential property line:  0.10 
 
3:3.18-2     Fire and Explosives 
All activities and all storage of flammable and explosive materials shall be provided with adequate safety devices 
against the hazards of fire and explosion, including adequate fire fighting and fire suppression equipment, as 
prescribed in the applicable building codes. 
 
3:3.18-3     Noise 
All noise shall be muffled so as not to be objectionable due to intermittence, beat frequency, or shrillness.  In no 
event shall the sound pressure level of noise radiated continuously from a facility exceed at the lot line the values 
given in the night time and day time schedules below in any octave band or frequency.  Sound pressure level shall 
be measured with a sound level meter and an octave band analyzer that conforms to American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) type 2 standards. 
A. Night Time Schedule  

Maximum permissible sound pressure levels at the lot line for noise radiated continuously from a facility 
between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.:         

 
Table 3-7    MAXIMUM CONTINUOUS SOUND PRESSURE  

LEVELS - NIGHT TIME 
Frequency Band 

(In Cycles per Second)    
Sound Pressure Levels  

(In Decibels) 
 At Non-Residential Lot Line At Residential Lot Line 
20-75 69 65 
76-150 60 50 
151-300 56 43 
301-600 51 38 
601-1,200 42 33 
1,201-2,400 40 30 
2,401-4,800 38 28 
4,801-10,000 35 20 
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B. Day Time Schedule  

Maximum permissible sound pressure levels at the lot line for noise radiated from a facility between the hours 
of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. shall not exceed the limits of the preceding table except as specified and corrected 
below: 

 
Table 3-8   MAXIMUM SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL  

EXCEPTIONS - DAY TIME 
Type of Operation in Character of Noise Correction in Decibel* 
Day time operation only plus 5 
Noise source operates less than 20% of any one-hour period plus 5 
Noise source operates less than 5% of any one-hour period plus 10 
Noise source operates less than 1% of any one-hour period plus 15 
Noise of impulsive character (hammering, etc.) minus 5 
Noise of periodic character (hum, speech, etc.) minus 5 
* Applicable only if these corrections may be applied to the preceding table. 

Noises emanating from construction activities between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. shall be exempt from these 
requirements.  Vibration emanating from construction activities between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. shall be 
exempt from these regulations. 

 
3:3.18-4     Air Pollution 
The emission of visible smoke, dust, dirt, fly ash, particulate matter from any pipes, vents, or other openings, or 
from any other source into the air, shall comply with the regulations of the South Carolina Department of Health 
and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) and the SCDHEC Air Operating Permit.  Air pollution emanating from 
construction activities shall be governed by the SCDHEC Air Construction Permit. 
 
3:3.18-5     Odor 
There shall be no emission of odorous gases or other odorous matter in such quantities as to be offensive at the 
property line.  Any process which may involve the creation or emission of any such odor shall be provided with 
both a primary and a secondary safeguard system so that control may be maintained in the event of failure of the 
primary safeguard system. 
 
3:3.18-6     Glare 
There shall be no direct or sky reflected glare, whether from floodlights, high temperature processing, combustion, 
welding, or otherwise, so as to be visible in any residence. 
 
3:3.18-7     Fumes and Vapors 
There shall be no emission of any fumes or vapors of a noxious, toxic, or corrosive nature which can cause 
damage or irritation to health, animals, vegetation, or to any form of property. 
 
3:3.18-8     Heat, Cold, Dampness, or Movement of Air 
Activities which could produce any adverse effect on the temperature, motion, or humidity of the atmosphere 
beyond the lot line shall not be permitted. 
 
3:3.18-9     Toxic Matter 
The measurement of toxic matter shall be at ground level or habitable elevation, and shall be the average of any 
twenty-four (24) hour sampling period.  The release of any airborne toxic matter shall not exceed the quantities 
permitted for those toxic materials currently listed in Threshold Limit Values as published by SCDHEC.  If a toxic 
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substance is not contained in said listing, the applicant shall satisfy the Planning Official that the proposed levels 
will be safe to the general population. 
 
3:3.18-10     Exterior Illumination 
All operations, activities, and uses shall be conducted so as to comply with the performance standards governing 
exterior illumination prescribed below. 

In general, the pattern of light pooling from each light source shall be carefully considered to avoid throwing light 
onto adjacent properties.  Light sources visible in residential or medical areas shall comply with light intensities 
indicated in Column A, below.  Light sources visible in commercial or industrial areas shall comply with light 
intensities indicated in Column B below. 
 

Table 3-9   MAXIMUM INTENSITY FOR EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
 Column A Column B 
Bare Incandescent Bulbs 5 watts 40 watts 
Illuminated Buildings 15 ft. candles 30 ft. candles 
Internally Illuminated Signs   150 ft. lamberts 250 ft. lamberts 
Externally Illuminated Signs   25 ft. candles 110 ft. candles 
Any Other Unshielded Sources, Intrinsic 
Brightness 

50 candela per 
square centimeter 

50 candela per 
square centimeter 

 
Illumination shall be measured from any point outside the property.  Measurements are to be conducted by 
Illumination Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) standards. 
 
3:3.18-11     Compliance Guarantee 
The applicant of a permit for a manufacturing or processing plant which would produce any of the above 
“objectionable elements” shall acknowledge in writing his understanding of the performance standards applicable 
to the proposed use, and shall submit with the permit application, an agreement to conform with such standards at 
all times.  Any violation of the agreement shall constitute a violation of the Kershaw County Unified Code of 
Zoning and Land Development Regulations (ZLDR) and shall be treated accordingly.  
 


